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OIT Comments on... 





Amendment Requests 


Exporters are reminded that a re- 
quest for amendment of a validated 
license (on Form IT-763) must be ac- 
companied by the license to be amended 
unless it has been deposited with a Col- 
lector-of Customs, as stated in the Com- 
prehensive Schedule 380.2(c) (2) (ii) and 
380.4(b). 

Requests for extension of the validity 
period of licenses must also be accom- 
panied by the expiring license unless it 
has been filed with a Collector of Cus- 
toms. 

When a license is returned to OIT 
together with an amendment request 
for a change other than extension of 
validity period, a new license is issued. 
Where extension of validity period is 
involved, a new license is not issued; 
instead, the new expiration date is 
typed on the face of the original li- 
cense. 

When an amendment request indi- 


cates that a license has been deposited 
with a Collector, that Collector receives 
the official validated copy of the ap- 
proved request for matching with the 
export license to which it pertains. The 
Collector, not finding the license on 
file, may return without action his copy 
of. the approved amendment request to 
OIT. 

Amendment requests forwarded in the 
manner prescribed will not only assure 
more expeditious handling of requests 
to amend export licenses but will also 
assure effective coordination with cus- 
toms officials and preclude delays in 
clearing exportations. 

If a license expires or if shipment is 
not made, the licensee, if the license is 
in his possession, shall return it im- 
mediately to the Department of Com- 
merce, with a covering letter explaining 
the reason for such return. 





Tourist Facilities 
In India Surveyed 


India offers many sightseeing oppor- 
tunities for American visitors, 14 mem- 
bers of the American Society of Travel 
Agents reported following a visit to 
India to survey tourist facilities and to 
advise on increasing American travel to 
India. 

The travel agents, who spent 2 weeks 
in the country as guests of the Indian 
Government, toured New Delhi, Bom- 
bay, Madras, Calcutta, and other In- 
dian cities. They also viewed Taj Mahal 
at Agra, Mount Everest and Mount 
Kanchanjungha from Darjeeling, tea 
plantations, mountain resorts in the 
Himalayan “foothills, religious centers, 
and many other major points of interest. 

The group commented upon the good 
food and high standards of personal 
service in Indian hotels, the attractive 
shops and handicrafts, and the excellent 
air travel facilities within India. They 
were also impressed with the new air- 
conditioned railway coaches and tourist 
ears being built in India. 

The American travel agents reported 
to the Indian Government that most 
American tourists to India are round- 


the-world travelers and that the amount 
of time they spend in India depends 
largely upon the facilities offered. In- 
dia’s possibilities as a, tourist attraction 
have hardly been touched, the agents, 
reported, and concluded that India 
would need to modernize some existing 
facilities to accommodate the expected 
increase in tourist traffic. 

Suggestions for improvements in- 
cluded relaxation and simplification of 
tourist regulations, additional hotel 
facilities, improved motoring conditions, 
trained guides, increased shopping in- 


formation, and additional publicity in 
the United States. 





India Opens Tourist 
Office in New York 


The Government of India, as part of 
its tourist promotional effort, has 
opened a tourist office at 11 East Fifty- 
eighth Street, New York City, to pro- 
vide travel folders, posters, films, and 
other information and literature on In- 
dia’s tourist attractions, travel facili- 
ties, and hotel accommodations. The 
office also has facilities to work with 
clubs, associations, and educational or- 
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ganizations interested in special sight- 


seeing and study tours in India. 


Approximately 5,000 American tour- 


ists visited India in 1952, according to 
data published by the Indian Govern- 
ment. Other foreign tourists to India 
in 1952 totaled about 20,000, of whom 
6,750 were British subjects. India’s 
revenue from tourist expenditures is 
estimated at 25,000,000 rupees (approxi- 
mately $5,250,000). 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Industrial Production 
On Downtrend in U. K. 


Industrial production in the United 
Kingdom declined 3 percent’ in 1952, 
compared with 1951, according to the 
Government’s Economic Survey for 1953. 


The main reason for this downward 
trend was the drop in oversea and do- 
mestic demand for British goods. The 
most significant fall was in the output 
of the textile and clothing industries, 
which accounted for almost two-thirds 
of the decline in total industrial pro- 
duction. 

Marked declines occurred also in 
paper and printing and various other 
manufacturing industries including 
chemicals, autos, and shipbuilding. 


Production in the metai-using indus- 
tries was slightly lower last year be- 
eause of the smaller demand for autos 
and metal consumer goods. However, 
shipbuilding was hampered by a short- 
age of steel plate rather than by a lack 
of orders. Output in some of the heavier 
engineering industries was limited by 
inadequate supplies of steel and in 
others by lack of capacity. 


Steel Supply Varies 

Steel was still in short supply at the 
beginning of 1952, but large imports and 
increased domestic production helped to 
close the gap between supply and de- 
mand during the year. At the year’s 
end, however, certain large consuming 
industries were complaining of inade- 
quate supplies and there appeared to 
be a genuine shortage of certain prod- 


ucts such as shipbuilding plates and 
tube steel. 


Coal production increased only 
slightly in 1952 as compared with 1951 
and like steel output was not limited by 
demand, there being no difficulty in 
finding markets for any increase in 
production. 

Among the main manufacturing 
groups comprising the index of produc- 
tion, only food, drink, tobacco, and 
metal showed increased production in 
1952 as compared with 1951. 


Productivity Campaign Proposed 

The British Productivity Council has 
announced proposals for a new cam- 
paign for raising industrial productivity 
in the United Kingdom. 

The main points in this new campaign 
are: Team visits between firms and in- 
dustries to exchange knowledge and ex- 
perience of methods and techniques; 
Setting up of local productivity com- 
mittees in 105 industrial towns and cen- 
ters; and showing on the BBC Tele- 
vision Service, and elsewhere, of a series 
of short films illustrating improved in- 
dustrial methods. 
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‘fourth quarter, 


United States Exports to Far East 
Increase; Japan Leading Market 


United States trade with the Far East area, excluding Australia 
and New Zealand, returned to an export surplus, amounting to $43 


million in the fourth quarter of 1952. 


This figure compares with the unusual deficit of $40 million in the 
third quarter and export surpluses of $61 million in the second quarter 


and $95 million in the first quarter. 


Total U. S. exports to the area in 
the fourth quarter, exclusive of special 
category items, were valued at $413 
million, which represents an increase’ of 
22 percent, mostly in raw cotton and 
grains, over the third quarter. Imports, 
which amounted to $370 million, fell by 
only 2 percent. 


Japan was still, by a wide margin, the 
leading buyer of the area, taking $159 
million worth of U. S. goods in the 
fourth quarter, an increase of 36 per- 
cent over the preceding period. Other 
major buyers of U. S. goods were the 
Philippines taking $73 million worth of 
goods; India, $38 million; Indonesia, $35 
million; Korea, $25 million; and Pakis- 
tan, $20 million. 


Demand Up for Cotton, Grain 


Shipments of raw cotton to the Far 
East were valued at $57 million in the 
almost double the 
amount in the preceding quarter. The 
increase was accounted for by the large 
shipments to Japan, which amounted to 
$48 million as compared with $19 mil- 
lion in the third quarter and $56 million 
in the second quarter. The substantial 
rise in cotton exports to Japan in the 
final quarter of 1952 was due primarily 
to a combination of seasonal factors 
and an improvement in the competitive 
position of U. S. raw cotton on the 
world market. ‘ 

Exports of grains increased to most 
markets of the area; Pakistan, which in 
the past has been a net exporter but 
is now facing a severe grain shortage, 
bought $11 million worth in the fourth 
quarter against none in the preceding 
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three quarters. Other large increases 
were accounted for by Japan’s imports 
of $38 million worth of U. S. grains in 
the fourth quarter, compared with $34 
million in the third quarter; Korea, $15 
million against $10 million; and Ceylon, 
$5 million against $1 million. 
Malaya Leads in U. S. Imports 


Six countries in the area accounted 
for approximately 90 percent of U. S. 
imports from the Far East during the 
fourth quarter, following the usual pat- 
tern of recent periods. 


Malaya, which fell behind India and 
the Philippines in the third quarter, 
regained the leading position in the 
fourth quarter in the area’s trade with 
the United States. Malaya supplied 
imports valued at $71 million, followed 
closely by Japan with $70 million. 

India, in third position, supplied $66 
million worth of goods to the United 
States; Indonesia, $58 million; and the 
Philippines, $48 million. Imports from 
Thailand, the sixth country, amounted 
to $19 million. 

U. S. imports of rubber, tin, burlap, 
copra, raw silk, sugar, and tungsten ure 
accounted for about 50 percent of im- 
ports from the area in the fourth quar- 
ter, slightly less than in the preceding 
quarter. 

Rubber Purchases Increase 


Rubber shipments front. Malaya, 
which had fallen off in the preceding 
two quarters, were on the upswing in 
the fourth quarter, totaling 141 million 
pounds valued at $36 million, an in- 
crease over the preceding period of 42 
percent in volume and 28 percent in 
value. Receipts of rubber from Ceylon, 
although still at a low level, rose to 
12 million pounds; imports from Thai- 
land of 60 million pounds, and from 
Indochina, 36 million pounds, also 
showed increases over the preceding 
period. On the other hand, rubber 
imports from Indonesia declined by 
19 percent in volume to 155 million 
pounds and 25 percent in value to $38 
million. 

Tin imports showed a slight gain in 
the fourth quarter, rising to $43 million 
compared with $42 million in the 
preceding period. The valué of U. S. 
purchases of tin metal from Malaya 
declined by 7 percent, while imports of 
tin ore from Indonesia and Thailand 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Improvement in Argentine Economy 
Halted by Shortages, Price Rise 


The slow but steady improvement in commercial and industrial 
activity in Argentina came to a halt during the first quarter of 1953. 

The period was characterized by shortages and rising prices of 
meat and other foods, and by limited availability of exchange for 


imports. 

The general economic trend for the 
immediate future continues to be close- 
ly dependent on governmental policies 
and actions. The Government has 
demonstrated its anxiety to hold the 
line on wages and prices, and it may 
be successful for the time being. How- 
ever, if the current program of price 
rollbacks proves ineffective it is be- 
lieved unlikely that future wage in- 
creases and further inflation. can be 
forestalled. 


Meat Short; Living Costs Go Up 


Since June 1952 there had been 
comparative stability in the cost of 
living, probably the longest period of 
stability between wages and prices 
since the end of the war. However, 
beginning in February and culminating 
in March, events profoundly affected 
the cost of living. 

Improved pastures caused cattle 
producers to hold back livestock which 
had become thin during December and 
January. The resulting shortage of 
cattle in the Buenos Aires market in 
turn had a serious influence on meat 
supplies and prices. 

During the last 2 months of the 
quarter, market receipts and direct 
shipments to packers were fully one- 
third short of the average of the last 
3 years. Despite official increases of 
maximum prices for steers, an extensive 
black market developed in the interior 
districts, and clandestine butcher shops 
mushroomed in the outskirts of Buenos 
Aires. 

The difficulty and high cost of obtain- 
ing meat suddenly increased demand for 
other food items, causing temporary 
searcities and sharp price increases. As 
meat normally represents about 50 per- 
cent of food costs for the average work- 
ing-class. Argentine family, this situa- 
tion had widespread effect. 

There was also a shortage of sugar, 
resulting from the small domestic crop 
last year, and of coffee, stocks of which 
had become exhausted during the pro- 
tracted trade negotiations with Brazil, 
Furthermore, toward the end of March 
there was a wave of official price 
increases, especially of fuels, which also 
increased the working-class budget. 

The Government launched a vigorvus 
campaign to combat profiteering and tu 
control prices on April 1. Steps were 
taken to eliminate the meat black 
market; increased shipments of cattle 
to Buenos Aires were ordered, and 
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frigorificos were given the responsibil- 
ity of direct deliveries of meat to retail 
shops. 

Cattle receipts promptly returned to 
normal, and it appeared that the supply 
crisis had been corrected at least tem- 
porarily. Eventual remedies for the 
sugar and coffee shortages were assured 
by the large orders placed by the 
Government for immediate shipments 
from Cuba and Brazil, respectively. 


Although many of the principal lines 
of industry and commerce showed a 
slow but steady improvement, this 
tendency was not uniform because of 
the severe limitations on issuance of 
exchange permits for essential imports 
and a money stringency. Consequently, 
the overall volume of business remained 
substantially the same as last year. 
Among the industries reporting definite 
upturns were textiles and clothing, 
electrical supplies and equipment, 
chemicals and drugs, and iron and steel). 


General Improvement Slight 

Agricultural conditions improved; 
rainfall was good in February and 
March, after a dry spell at the end ot 
the year and in January. Advance 
prices for the purchase of 1953-54 small 
grains from producers, officially an- 
nounced March 25, are almost identical 
with last year. Argentina completed 
the harvest of a bumper wheat crop and 
signed a trade agreement with Brazil 
including the sale of slightly more than 
40 million bushels of wheat. Large 
wheat sales were also made to India 
and Italy. These transactions were 
completed so late, however, that no 
sizable export movement of the new 
crop began during the quarter. 

As a result of the slow negotiations 
of barter arrangements and crop sales, 
and of the equally cautious issuance of 
import exchange permits, shortages 
continued to become accentuated in 
many imported commodities, foodstuffs, 
as well as manufactured goods, raw 
materials, and spare parts. 

Attention was strongly directed to the 
second five-year plan, particularly for 
instruction and other activities not 
requiring heavy expenditures. Definite 
industrial plans taking shape seeméd to 
be either for realization 2 or 3 years 
hence or were based upon obtaining 
long-term credits. 

Legislation reportedly is being drafted, 
pursuant to the plan, under which for- 
eign capital investment. in Argentina 
would be stimulated and facilitated. The 
new law will provide for the considera- 


tion of particular projects proposed by 
foreign concerns, approval to be based 
on their contribution to the purposes of 
the overall program. 


Money and Credit Tight 


The tight credit situation was eased 
as farmers’ cash receipts for good crops 
filtered through the economy. Some 
lines reported that collections improved 
steadily throughout the quarter, others 
that the improvement was more pro- 
nounced in January and February, 
money beginning to tighten again the 
latter half of March. 

It was generally recognized that the 
Government’s delay in paying outstand- 
ing accounts with suppliers was an im- 
portant factor retarding business prog- 
ress. In acknowledging these arrears, 
the President stated publicly that 600 
million pesos were available for paying 
bills in the National Treasury and that 
measures would be taken to distribute 
such funds more promptly in the future. 
More liberal bank credits also were 
promised under a Government program 
to reactivate business. 


- The delay in paying bills seemed to 
point to a tightening Government finan- 
cial situation resulting from decreased 
revenues. Last year’s depression 
undoubtedly reduced customs receipts 
drastically and had the effect of lower- 
ing receipts from all other principal 
taxes. More important was the fact 
that many firms and individuals have 
not been paying taxes due, the total 
arrearage reportedly having been very 
large. 

As of December 31, 1952, money in 
circulation totaled 18,217 million pesos. 
This amount declined in*1953 until it 
reached 17,276 million pesos on March 
15, but at this level it was 24 percent 
greater than a year earlier. 

The fact that money in circulation 
was not greater during the harvest 
season that has just closed is probably 
due in considerable part to the repay- 
ment of agricultural indebtedness that 
accumulated during the two earlier 
drought years, a factor that reduced 
the amount of income available to 


(Continued on Page 22) 





Belgian Electric-Power 
Consumption Estimated 


Belgium’s consumption of electric 
power in 1952 totaled 8,966.2 million 
kw.-hr., according to the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs, Consumption of 
power in 1952 by the various types of 
users, in thousands of kilowatt-hours, 
was as follows: 


Low tension current for ordinary 

COMMUMNOTR sco. ccccametencionts i ctadecttiaokedid 1,196,000 
High tension current for: 

Transportation (tramways, etc.).... 359,500 





Lighting (streets, highways, 

Special CONSUMETS) ........ccccccssrmseeeere 104,000 
Coal and coke industry...........cc0seee 1,979,000 
Metallurgical imGustry  ....cccccccccccrssssee 1,353,000 
Chemical industry 

(AMMONIA PLOGUCETS) cecccccscrsrreverse 630,000 
PUI *  ciskveistsahtvhcanminiaanainmmemies Gee 

Total 8,966,200 
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Angola's Imports Up, 
Exports in Downtrend 


Angola’s foreign trade in 1952 was 
characterized by a decline in exports 
and an increase in imports, compared 
with 1951. Lowered demand for coffee 
during the last quarter of 1952 was 
largely responsible for the decrease in 
exports. 

Imports were valued at 2,627,135 
contos (1 conto—US$34.78) in 1952 com- 
pared with 2,179,296 contos in 1951. The 
composition of Angola’s import trade 
remained relatively the same during the 
2 years. Cotton textiles were the leading 
import item, followed by machinery and 
vehicles, alcoholic beverages, nonmetal- 
lic minerals, and metals and manu- 
factures. 


Exports decreased from 3,189,277 
contos in 1951 to 2,751,770 contos in 
1952. Though coffee exports dropped 26 
percent, this commodity continued to 
be Angola’s principal export item, ac- 
counting for 41 percent of total ex- 
ports. Other major exports were dia- 
monds, sisal, corn, fish, sugar, and raw 
cotton. 

Portugal Leading Supplier 


Portugal was by far the leading sup- 
plier of Angola’s imports, followed by 
the United Kingdom and the United 
States. These three countries provided 
Angola with 75 percent of total imports 
in 1952. 


Exports to the United States during 
1952 were more than double those in 
the preceding year, and the United 
States became the major market for 
Angola’s merchandise. Portugal, the 
United Kingdom, and the Netherlands 
were next in order of importance. Ex- 
ports to France in 1952 declined by 82 
percent, largely because of reduced ship- 
ments of Angolan coffee to that country, 


Principal imports from the United 
States were agricultural and industrial 
machinery, automobiles and trucks, iron 
and steel manufactures, and petroleum 
products. The United States was the 
leading purchaser of Angola’s coffee 
and sisal, taking 43 percent of the total 
coffee exports and 25 percent of the 
total sisal exports. The United States 
also took the bulk of the exports of fish 
meal during 1952. 





Committees Study Yugoslav 
Hydro Power Development 


Yugoslavia, Austria, Germany, and 
Italy appointed four committees to 
study the feasibility of developing Yugo- 
slavia’s hydroelectric power potential 
for export to Central Europe after the 
Economic Commission for Europe ses- 
sion in Geneva. 

The technical group will be headed by 
a Yugoslav engineer; the second group, 
headed by an Austrian, will study the 
financial possibilities; the committee for 


May 11, 1953 


juridical questions, in charge of an 
Italian, will examine distribution; and 
the fourth committee, headed by a Ger- 
man, will be responsible for economic 
questions, principally the power require- 
ments of the various countries. 


A coordination committee, composed 
of the chairmen of the four committees, 
with the Chief of the Electric Power 
Section of ECE as its president, will 
meet in June to examine the work of 
the subgroups. French and Swiss power 
experts also are expected to attend this 
meeting. 


Yugoslavia is exceeded only by Nor- 
way in undeveloped hydroelectric poten- 
tial in non-Soviet Europe. Though un- 
developed capacity in Austria, Germany, 
and Italy still is considerable,.the ex- 
pense of tapping this potential would far 
exceed Yugoslav construction costs, 





Cost-of-Living Trends 
In Spain Analyzed 


Agricultyral prices in Spain rose by 
1.7 percent in 1952, compared with 
1951; industrial prices by 12.3 percent; 
prices of imported goods by 32.5 per- 
cent: prices of exports by 5.6 percent; 
and prices of foodstuffs by 2 percent, 
the Spanish press has reported. 


The report is based on a study of the 
development of cost-of-living trends in 
Spain during 1952 made by a semioffi- 
cial publication in Madrid. 


The study lists 12 essential foodstuffs, 
with indexes based on 1922-24=160 for 
both ration-book prices and black-mar- 
ket prices for December 1950, and com- 
pares them with the unified uncon- 
trolled prices of 1952. The general in- 
dex of these 12 articles is 555.7 for ra- 
tion-book prices, 1,027.6 for black-mar- 
ket prices, both 1950, and 799.1 for the 
uncontrolled 1952 prices. 

Prices rose, therefore, during 1952 by 
43.8 percent if compared with official 
prices, but fell by 22.2 percent if com- 
pared with black-market prices. The 
article states that price developments 
during 1952 have therefore favored 
those persons who were able to buy in 
the black market and who consequently 
relied less on official rations. 


These results are also stated to have 
appeared in prices of industrial raw. 
material, although details are not given. 





Yugoslav Accounting To 


Be on Fiscal Year Basis 


The Yugoslav Government has an- 
nounced that beginning July 1, 1953, 
the national accounting will be placed 
on a fiscal rather than a calendar year 
basis. The change is in line with the 
statistical and accounting procedure 
employed by the Western countries 
with which Yugoslavia now transacts 
most of its foreign trade. 
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Ex-Im Bank Signs Loan 
Agreement With Brazil 


The credit of $300 million authorized 
by the Export-Import Bank on Feb- 
ruary 21 to assist Brazil in liquidating 
its past due United States dollar ac. 
counts was formalized on April 30 with 
the signing of the loan agreement at 
the offices of the Export-Import Bank. 


The credit will be administefed by 
the Banto do Brasil. All exporters en- 
titled to payment should seek repay- 
ment through usual commercial chan- 
nels from the Banco do Brasil and not 
through the Fxport-Import Bank, 


Long Negotiations Held 


The granting of the credit followed 
months of negotiation between the Gov- 


ernments of the United States and 
Brazil. 


During the course of these negotia- 
tions, Brazil was engaged in setting 
the stage for instituting a free-exchange 
market. The Congress of Brazil enacted 
legislation in December providing for 
such a market, which legislation was 
approved by President Vargas on Jan- 
uary 7, 1953. A free-exchange market 


-was instituted on February 21. 


The credit is being extended to the 
Banco do Brasil and will bear interest 
at the rate of 3% percent per annum 
and will be repayable over a period of 3 
years, beginning next fall. 


In supplementing the credit with its 
own resources, Brazil is undertaking to 
be current on United States dollar ac- 
count by July 1, 1953, and to institute 
a prompt remittance system for current 
imports from the United States. 


Brazil is carrying forward a broad 
program to solve its economic problems 
and the payment of the commercial 
backlog is essential to ‘the success of 
this plan, the Export-Import Bank said. 
The liquidation of commercial arrears 
and the institution of a prompt pay- 
ment system represents the determina- 
tion of Brazil to reestablish normal and 
healthy relations with the United States 
business community. 


South Africa's New Power 
Plant To Operate in 1955 


Work is progressing satisfactorily on 
the new _ £2,300,000 (US$6,440,000) 
power plant of the Electricity Supply 
Commission, Union of South Africa. 
The plant, on the West Bank of the 
Buffalo River, East London, was started 
in August 1952 and is expected to be in 
operation early in 1955. 

The plant is designed to have an ulti- 
mate capacity of 90,000 kw. or approxi- 
mately 120,000 hp. It is considered to be 


one of the biggest projects ever under- 
taken in East London, : 
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Cuban Mining, Cement Industries 
Active; Other Business in Slump 


The Cuban economy in the first quarter of 1953 offered compara- 
tively less evidence to contradict businessmen’s predictions of a full- 


scale recession. 


However, metallurgical mining and cement production were main- 
taining full activity at the end of the quarter, and tobacco and coffee 


crops were showing improvement. 

The “tight credit situation prompted 
merchants generally to postpone replen- 
jshment of stocks, primarily as a result 
of restricting the current sugar crop to 
5 million Spanish long tons. This action 
was necessitated by last*year’s unpre- 
cedented surplus harvest and by the re- 
sultant tieup of bank funds for financ- 
ing the carryover. 

Indexes of inbound cargo tonnage and 
the value of building permits in Habana 
were among the last to trend down- 
ward. The slump, which first set in 
some months ago, became more accentu- 
ated in textile production, steel imports, 
railway revenues, and machinery and 
heavy equipment sales. 

In February and March customer re- 
sistance to prices of food and consumer 
goods increased in the middle and east- 
ern provinces. To move luxury goods, 
retailers were cutting prices substan- 
tially. Government revenues were fall- 
ing considerably below budget require- 
ments and payments on public-works 
projects were encountering more delay. 


Sugar Harvest Continues 


Cuba had harvested by April 1 three- 
fifths or 3 million Spanish long tons, of 


its 1953 sugar crop and had produced, © 


149 million gallons of blackstrap mo- 
lasses. Of 240 million gallons of mo- 
lasses to be produced from the restricted 
1953 sugar crop, all but about 10 mil- 
lion gallons of the amount available for 
export in 1953 had been sold, at prices 
ranging from 8.25 cents to 10 cents a 
gallon f.o.b. Cuba. 

Cuban sugar trade sources estimate 
that through March sales of 1953 crop 
sugar in the world market, exclusive of 
the United States, equaled approxi- 
mately 1.2 million Spanish long tons 
out of the total of 2.75 million tons from 
the 1953 crop of 5 million tons available 
for sale in the world market during the 
current year. 

Mining continued at an unusually high 
rate during the first quarter. Manga- 
nese ore was produced and exported in 
greatest quantity, as it had been for 
almost a year. Some 75,000 long tons of 
metallurgical manganese were shipped 
to the United States in the January- 
March period, thereby surpassing the 
total movement for the first 6 months 
of 1952. 

Shipments of iron ore totaled some 
45,000 tons, three times as great as 
those in the first 6 months of 1952. 
Production of copper concentrate con- 
tinued slightly under 5,000 short tons 
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monthly, and refractory chrome was 
about 3,500 long tons, not varying 
greatly from 1952. Production of nickel 
oxide, as usual, was about 1,250 long 
tons monthly. 

On March 31 the U. S. Government 
announced that it would install a sinter- 
ing plant in the next 8 months at the 
Nicaro nickel mine to turn out a prod- 
uct more widely used in steelmaking. 

Exploration of Cuban minerals is con- 
tinuing at an unusually high rate and 
giving promise of increasing production. 


Steel Orders Shifted to Europe 


The value of building permits for the 
Habana district recovered steadily to 
4.1 million pesos in February and main- 
tained this level in March. The total 
value of 11.7 million pesos for the first 
quarter of the current year, falling only 
16 percent short of the level for the 
corresponding quarter of 1952 at the 
peak of the property construction boom, 
indicates that private building in the 
Habana area has not slumped to the 
extent predicted around the year’s end. 
Nevertheless real estate operators have 
not let up in their campaign for relaxa- 
tion of the rent control measures en- 
acted last fall. 

Cuban orders for steel products 
shifted to Europe, not only for rein- 
forcing bars and wire products but for 
some structural shapes and pipe which 
had been coming almost entirely from 
the United States. Though European 
quotations for reinforcing bars stiffened 
slightly in March, lower freight rates 
gave European mills a price advantage 
of at least 10 percent. Another advan- 
tage was that European mills were of- 
fering delivery in 2 months. 

The Mayor of Habana has announced 
that an offer for European financing of 
a big order for steel pipe for the Habana 
waterworks system is very attractive 





Yugoslavia Signs New 
Aviation Pact 


An agreement was signed in 
Belgrade March 26 between the 
International Organization for 
Civil Aviation and the Yugoslav 
Government, under which foreign 
experts will come to Yugoslavia 
and Yugoslav engineers will go 
abroad for training. 











from the standpoint of interest rate 
and amortizing requirements, 

The Cuban Catering Workers Union 
has purchased land for construction of 
a 22-story hotel in Habana, described 
as a $10 million project. It will be 
financed largely by the union’s retire- 
ment fund under an = arrangement 
whereby the Agricultural and Indus- 
trial Development Bank (BANFAIC) is 
to advance such funds for construction 
as are not immediately available from 
the retirement fund. 


Sales Down Generally 


Habana department store sales in the 
first quarter, down about 10 percent 
from the beginning of the quarter in 
1952, compared favorably with February 
1952, but again fell off in March--about 
5 percent. Sales in the outlying Prov- 
inces were down from 10 to 30 pereent. 
Areas dependent almost exclusively on 
the sugar industry were reported to be 
more adversely affected than those en- 
joying greater economic diversification, 
such as cattle raising and mining. 

Sales of electric appliances, radios, 
and television receivers were reported 
25 to 30 percent under last year, January 
and February statistics show that the 
value of refrigerator imports was down 
21 percent and TV imports 32 percent 
from the like period last year. Distribu- 
tors and dealers reduced some prices 
during the quarter in the hope of bolst- 
ering sales. 

Automotive sales were reported down 
more than 25 percent from last year, 
Low-priced passenger cars moved satis- 
factorily throughout the quarter, but 
this was not true for the higher priced 
models, especially trucks and_ buses. 

Dealer’s and distributor’s large stocks 
of trucks and restricted buying caused 
severe import curtailment; only 464 
trucks and buses were imported during 
the first 2 months of this year com- 
pared with 1,383 for the corresponding 
months of 1952. March registrations of 
passenger cars were down 20 percent 
from last year, and truck and bus regis- 
trations were down 37 percent. 

Movement of hardware, construction 
materials, machinery, and equipment 
registered little change in trend from 
the preceding quarter; sales generally 
were reported down at least 35 percent 
from last year. Sugar mills in particu- 
lar were reported to have curtailed pur- 
chases drastically. 

The pharmaceutical trade suffered an 
especially severe setback during the 
quarter as the result of a dispute be- 
tween pharmacists and doctors over a 
1-percent sales tax on pharmaceutical 
products, the proceeds of this tax being 
destined for the doctors’ retirement 
fund. Pharmacists, now contesting in 
court the right of that Fund 
to collect such tax, refused at the 
end of January to purchase any product 
bearing this 1-percent tax stamp. This 
boycott brought about a virtual halt to 
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Business in Colombia 
Generally Favorable 


The slight decline in coffee prices in 
the United States during March and 
April bore out Colombian Government 
officials’ belief that the previous price 
rise was temporary. The expected drop 
in dollar returns from coffee sales 
strengthened the black market for dol- 
lars from 3 to 3.20 pesos to the dollar. 


Business having been generally good 
during the past few months, the stock 
market has shown a gradual upward 
trend. Imports averaged $41,400,000 a 
month in the period January 1-April 8. 
Bank of the Republic and exchange 
officials have expressed concern over 
this trend, despite a favorable exchange 
balance of $6,700,000 for the period. 

Average monthly imports valued at 
$33,000,000 were recommended as a safe 
level for 1953 by the National Planning 
Council in its annual report for 1952. 
The monthly average was $35,000,000 in 
1952. 

The Council’s report evinced interest 
in the large increase in loans during 
1952 by the Caja de Credito Agrario 
and the Banco Popular. The report 
recommended that until the effect on 
the economy could be properly assesed 
the expansion of loan operations of 
these banks should be_ temporarily 
halted. 

Analyzing the growth of the means 
of payment, the Council concluded that 
no inflationary danger is in the offing 
as prices have not risen significantly, 
the most important contributory factors 
in this expansion in means of payment 
being increased production and mone- 
tary circulation, coupled with greater 
confidence in the currency. 


Japanese Mission Visits Bogota 


A nine-man Japanese commercial 
mission visited Bogota March 27-30 for 
the purpose of discussing informally the 
possibilities of a commercial agreement 
betwéen Colombia and Japan. In ex- 
change for Colombian sugar, rice, 
coffee, lumber, and a few other raw 
materials, Japan would supply various 
manufactured goods, including textile 
machinery. 

The first year’s report of the Empresa 
Colombiana de Petroleos shows that the 
production of Government-owned wells 
represents approximately one-third of 
the country’s total crude-oil output. The 
firm was second during 1952 among 
drilling operators in the country, com- 
pleting 35 wells or’ approximately 25 
percent of the total. Satisfactory prog- 
ress is being made in the construction of 
the new refinery at Barrancabermeja, 
as well as in the laying of an 8-inch 
products pipeline from Cantimplora to 
Puerto Salgar. 

The tenth annual meeting of the 
Asociacion Nacional de Industriales 


(ANDI) was held at Barranquilla in 
May 11, 1953 
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April. Since the major industrialists and 
bankers of Colombia form the member- 
ship of the organization, ANDI’s annual 
meetings are of keen interest through- 
out the country. 

ANDI gave support to the following 
projects: Establishment of a petroleum 
refinery on the Atlantic coast; estab- 
lishment of a corporation designed to 
extend long-term credit to industries; 
increased technical aid for agricultural 
production; balanced import and export 
trade; encouragement for further police 
measures to restrict contraband ship- 
ments; and authorization of wheat im- 
ports fo™mills not located near wheat- 
producing areas. 


Free Trade Zone Considered 


It was announced that Swedish tech- 
nicians would arrive from Stockholm 
shortly for the purpose of making a 
detailed study of the feasibility of creat- 
ing a free trade zone at Barranquilla. 
Although the proposal for such a free 
trade zone on the Atlantic coast was 
made by ANDI at its 1952 annual meet- 
ing, no implementation of the scheme 
was undertaken. ; 

Proceedings . at the stockholders’ 
meeting of the Flota Mercante Gran- 
colombiana in Bogota on March 30 were 
confined to a consideration of the com- 
pany’s operations for the past year and 
the disposition of earnings amounting 
to 7,005,165 pesos, 

Avianca initiated weekly Frankfurt 
and Hamburg flights on April 17. This 
flight is an extension of the Bogota- 
Paris flight, which in the past has been 
on a biweekly basis.—Emb., Bogota. 


Kuwait Plans $250 Million 
Development in 1952-57 





The Government of Kuwait has an-., 


nounced that an estimated $250 million 
of its $400-million development program 
will be spent during the period 1952-57. 
The projects for which these funds have 
been earmarked include housing, water 
distillation plants, harbor improvement, 
roads, and hospitals. In addition, con- 
struction will begin shortly on a power 
station to supply Kuwait’s urgent need 
for electricity, and an intensive school- 
building program has already made im- 
portant strides. 

Oxiginally, a 10-year plan extending 
through 1962 was outlined for the im- 
provement of oil-rich Kuwait; and the 
Office of the Controller of Develdp- 
ment, a special Government department, 
was established in 1952 to implement 
the program. 

The Sheikdom of Kuwait derives 
revenues of approximately $150 million 
annually from its 50-percent share in 
the oil profits of the Kuwait Oil Co. 





Tobacco leaf imports into Thailand 
from the United States in the calendar 
year 1952 totaled 6,176,964 pounds 
valued at $4,647,409. No tobacco was 
exported from Thailand, according to 
the Tobacco Monopoly, 
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Nine-Month Period Nets 
World Bank $12,947,735 


The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and .Development reports a 
net income of $12,947,735 for the 9- 
month period ended March 31, com- 
pared with $12,507,639 for the like pe- 
riod in 1952. 

Gross income, exclusive of loan com- 
missions, was $31,682,273, compared 
with $25,744,168 in 1952. 

Net income was placed in the supple- 
mental reserve against losses on loans 
and guarantees, increasing this reserve 
to $70,975,835. Loan commissions of 
$6,985,416 were credited to the Bank’s 
special reserve, increasing it to $34,- 
670,070. Total reserves on March 31, 
1953, were $105,645,905. 

Three Loans in Third Quarter 

In the third quarter of the fiscal year 
—the 3 months ended March 31—the 
Bank made three loans: $19.5 million to 
India, various European currencies 
equivalent to $30 million to Yugoslavia, 
and $14 million to Northern Rhodesia. 
These loans increased total loans signed 
by the Bank to $1,587,766,464. Disburse- 
ments on loans were $56,659,225, bring- 
ing total disbursements to $1,053,167,- 
887 


Repayments of principal were re- 
ceived from borrowers in the quarter 
ended March 31 as due; they totaled 
$999,289. The Bank also sold to pri- 
vate investors $1,105,186 of securities 
from its loan portfolio. These transac- 
tions brought total portfolio sales to 
$66,775,094: $47,182,586 with the Bank’s 
guaranty and $19,592,508 without re- 
course. 

For the Yugoslav loan, various Eu- 
ropean members gave the Bank permis- 
sion to use amounts totaling the equiv- 
alent of $21,670,000 from their domes- 
tic-currency subscriptions to the Bank’s 
capital. Also, the United Kingdom 
agreed to make £60 million ($168 mil- 
lion) from its. sterling subscription 
available for lending by the Bank to 
Commonwealth ¢ountries in the sterling 
area; the funds would be disbursed by 
the Bank over a period of at least 6 
years on projects to be agreed between 
the Bank and the United Kingdom, 





Investment in Denmark's 
Industry Falls 5 Percent 


Industry investment in Denmark, 
including new buildings, machinery, and 
equipment, as well as maint@nance and 
repairs, is officially estimated as having 
been about 5 percent less in 1952 than 
in 1951. 

It is now expected that building con- 
struction will increase in 1953, but a 
decline is anticipated for machinery and 
equipment, with a consequent 10-per- 
cent decline in actual investment.— 
Emb., Copenhagen. 
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Italian Power Output 
Reaches Record Level 


The northern Italian power industry 
believes that the anticipated continuing 
expansion of demand for electric energy 
by industrial and domestic consumers 
in 1953 can be met without rationing 
electricity. 

Electric-power production in northern 
Italy again reached a record figure in 
1952, although industrial demand for 
power did not equal that in 1950 and 
1951. Hydrological conditions in 1952 
were not as favorable as in immediately 
preceding years. 

Power produced in northern Italian 
hydroelectric and thermal plants, in 
’ millions of kilowatt-hours in 1950, 1951, 
and 1952, was as follows: 





1950 1951 1952 

Hydroelectric _..............16,598 19,971 20,955 
Thermoelectric ............ 862 475 802 
Total  ....cccccceoees-.17,460 20,446 21,757 


This increase was only slightly higher 
than the 5.75-percent increase reported 
for Italy as a whole (30,138 million kw.- 
hr. in 1952 against 28,499 million kw.- 
hr. in 1951) and undoubtedly reflected 
the country’s deceleration of industrial 
expansion during 1952. Power produc- 
tion is estimated at 85 percent of pro- 
duction, the remainder’ representing 
transmission losses. 


Hydroelectric - power production in 
northern Italy in 1952 equalled about 
96.3 percent of the total power produc- 
tion as compared with 97.6 percent in 
1951. Electrical energy is produced in 
Italy principally by developing rivers, 
streams, and reservoirs; therefore, the 
power industry is greatly dependent 
upon rainfall. Rationing of power has 
not been necessary since 1950. Never- 
theless, the northern Italian power pro- 
ducers are still dissatisfied with the exist- 
ing plant capacity because since the close 
of World War II, it has not been able 
to acquire the 15-percent reserve capac- 
ity believed necessary to meet an emer- 
gency which might be occasioned by a 
prolonged drought. 


Plant Capacity Expands 


Hydroelectric plants under construc- 
tion in northern Italy will add approxi- 
mately 2,463 million kw.-hr. to the an- 
nual production, of which about 1,360 
million kw.-hr. were contemplated under 
the 1948 development program. This 
program provides for increasing hydro- 
electric production by about 8,000 mil- 
lion kw.-hr. annually from 1948 ‘through 
1953, while thermal produced energy is 
to be increased 1,000 million kw.-hr. by 
1954. 

During 1952, the thermoelectric plant 
at Genoa was enlarged from 50,000 kw.- 
hr, to 150,000 kw.-hr. and the large 
thermal plant at Tavazzano, 15 miles 
southeast of Milan, added 125,000 kw.- 
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hr. in capacity, which it is estimated 
will increase the annual power output 
of the northern Italian stations by 
600 million kw.-hr. annually. The 
Tavazzano plant is the first designed 
to utilize natural methane gas from 
wells in the Po Valley as a source of 
heat, although fuel oil also may be used. 

The Piacenza thermoelectric plant, 
which was completed early in 1953, 
duplicates the power output of the 
Tavazzano plant, and also is constructed 
to use either methane gas or fuel oil as 
a source of heat. 

Law No. 1745 passed on December 7, 
1942, established a deadline of February 
9, 1953, for completing the changeover 
of frequencies of alternating current 
produced in Italy to 50 cycles, the ex- 
ceptions being plants producing energy 
for the National Railways (16.6 and 15 
cycles) and telecommunication installa- 
tions. A bill introduced in Parliament last 
October to authorize the extension of 
time for the 50-cycle unification until 
June 30, 1953, is awaiting action by 
Parliament. 

Societa’ Adriatica di  Elettricita 
(SADE) of Venice has concluded nego- 
tiations with an Austrian electricity 
company for construction of an over- 
head power line to extend across the 
Carnia Alps to ioin SADE’s network in 
the Tagliamento River Valley. This 220- 
volt line, about 22 miles in length, will 
traverse a maximum height of about 
6,557 feet. The construction cost will be 
shared by both concerns. 


Rate Structure a Problem 


Only the first of the three promises 
for rate increases initiated by the 
power-plant expansion program in 1948 
has been realized. At that time an 
agreement was reached between the Na- 
tional Association of Italian Distributors 
of Electric Energy (ANIDEL), munici- 
pal electric agencies, and the Italian 
Government’ which . incorporated the 
following promises: To raise immediate- 
ly all rates to a level 24 times as great 
as the prewar rates (1938=1); to in- 
crease rates further by the first half of 
1949 to 32 times as great as the prewar 
rates; to “free” rates for power supplied 
in excess of 30 kilowatts. 

As a result, ANIDEL for the past 
several years has been carrying on dis- 
cussions with the Interministerial Price 
Commission (C.I.P.) which fixes “elec- 
tricity rates. The Italian Government 
inspected the country’s private and 
municipally owned electric-power com- 
panies in 1949 and 1951. C.LP. held 
hearings, and. it was agreed the rates 
should be increased, but the Commission 
insisted that increases should follow only 
after achieving a unification of rates 
for domestic lighting, other domestic 
uses, and for small power consumers 
under 30 kw. 

A ruling issued on January 20, 1953, 
by C.I.P. and published in the Italian 
Gazzetta Ufficiale represents the first 
change in electricity rate schedules since 
1948, 


Refugee Inflow Into West 


Germany Growing Larger 


Refugees from the Soviet Zone apply- 
ing for admission into Western Ger- 
many totaled 78,000 in the first 10 
weeks of 1953. This flow is substantially 
higher than the movement in 1952, 
when a total of 150,000 persons applied 
in the whole year. 


The monthly influx grew from 5,750 
applicants in January 1952 to 19,172 in 
October 1952, 25,120 in January 1953, 
and 24,125 in the first half of March. 


Almost half of these new residents 
are between the ages of 18 and 45, 
and about 58 percent are male. Very 
few aged persons are among the ref- 
ugees. About 28 percent of the refugees 
are industrial workers and 24 percent 
are experienced in trade and commerce, 

The industrialized State of North 
Rhine-Westphalia received more refu- 
gees- in 1952 than any other State, 
accounting for 46 percent of the total, 





U. S. Exports to Far East 
(Continued from Page 3) 


showed increases of 100 percent and 
12 percent, respectively. 

U. S. purchases of burlap from India 
remained at about the same quantita. 
tive level as in the preceding quarter 
but showed a decline of 8 percent in 
value because of a dowygward trend in 
prices. 

Because of an upturn in demand and 
price, U. S. imports of Philippine copra 
rose to $11 million, a 41-percent in- 
crease in value but only 20 percent in 
volume. On the other hand, with the 
Philippine sugar-milling season at a 
close, U. S. imports of sugar declined to 
only $6 million from $33 million in the 
third quarter. 

Receipts of tungsten ore from Korea 
declined by 7 percent to $4 million. 
Tungsten ore accounted for approxi- 
mately 75 percent of total U. S. imports 
from Korea in 1952. U. S. purchases of 
raw silk from Japan showed a small 
increase in the fourth quarter, rising to 
$9 million, as against $8 million in the 
preceding period. 





Manufacturers of plastics raw ma- 
terials in Australia met many difficul- 
ties in 1952. Business improved, but the 
volume did not reach that of some 
other postwar years. A_ considerable 
portion of the raw materials still must 
be imported. 

The Commonwealth chemical indus- 
try is progessively expanding its ca- 
pacity in this field, however. A notable 
feature has been the increased demand 
for thermoplastic materials resulting 
from an expansion in injection molding 
and greater extrusion capacity. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 








India To Import U. S. 
Books Under OGL 


Books may now be imported 
into India from the United States 
under open general license No. 
XXIX of March 16, 1953, which is 
valid through September 1953. 

Specifications relating to books 
under this open general license are 
as follows: 

Serial No. 169, part IV of im- 
port-control schedule, “Standard 
technical books or books of refer- 
ence concerning law and legal 
practice, or for use in connection 
with medical practice, scientific 
research, or industrial processes”; 
and 

Serial No. 170, “Books, printed, 
including covers for printed books, 
maps, charts and plans, proofs, 
music manuscripts, and illustra- 
tions made for binding in books, 
but excluding. books falling under 
serial No. 169 of this part of this 
schedule.” 











West Germany Extends Meat 
Compensation Arrangement 


The compensation arrangement where- 
by West German exporters may ship 
meat products to the United States and 
use the sales proceeds to purchase edible 
fats and certain other products for im- 
port into Germany is continued through 
June 30 under a German Ministry for 
Agriculture authorization. 


Canned ham, canned shoulders, and all 
processed meat goods may be exported 
during the period April 1-June 30 and 
the proceeds used at any time through 
September 30 for the importation of fat- 
backs, bellies, intestines, and casings. 
Purchase of other products has not yet 
been authorized; but it is possible that 


meat extract also may be permitted 


later. 


German traders should not expect 
further authorization for compensation 
transactions of this kind after June 30, 
the Ministry has announced. 


Cost-Free Goods May Enter 





' Austria Without License 


Goods to be imported into Austria 
free of charge no longer require either 
import licenses or certificates from the 
Austrian National Bank provided their 
value does not exceed 1,000 schillings 
(about US$47). 


Such shipments were formerly sub 


ject to approval by the Austrian Na- 
tional Bank, . 


May 11, 1953 








Denmark Regulating 
Dollar Export Trade 


The Danish Government on April 15 
established regulations intended to sta- 
bilize the premium paid by prospective 
importers for “import rights.” 


These rights, issued to exporters in 
amounts equivalent to 10 percent of 
their dollar sales, have been in limited 
supply and recently sold for premiums 
exceeding their face value. 


The Danish Government reportedly 
intends for the present to issue these 
rights in quantities necessary to main- 
tain a premium of 80 percent of face 
value but does not intend that the ag- 


gregate issue shall exceed the long- 
range equivalent of 10 percent of dollar 
exports.—Emb., Copenhagen. 


Norway Sets Up State 
Drug Trade Monopoly 


A Norwegian State monopoly for the 
importation and wholesale distribution 
of medicine was established on February 
27 under the name of Statens Medisinal- 
depot (the State Medicinal Depot). It 
will be a separate legal entity, managed 
by a general manager and a board of 
directors. 


The State Medicinal Depot is.to have 
a monopoly on the importation and ex- 
portation of such drugs and medicines 
as the King or his representatives may 
decide. It will also have a monopoly for 
the sale of such drugs and medicines to 
apothecaries; other producers, manufac- 
turers, and craftsmen who use the goods 
in their activities; and official labora- 
tories and scientific institutions other 
than hospitals and nursing homes,— 
Emb., Oslo. 








Greece Expedites System of 
Processing Import Invoices 


Government processing of import in- 
voices may be expedited in Greece by 
procedural changes instituted by For- 
eign Trade Board decision No. 21355 of 
March 14, 


Both price checking and certification 
of invoices will be performed by the 
same Invoice Control Services office 
organized within local chambers of com- 
merce and industry. 


The new ruling replaces FTB decision 
No. 7907 of January 27, which required 
that invoices be submitted to two sepa- 
rate agencies for price checking and 
certification (Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, Mar. 23, 1953, p. 7).—Emb., Athens. 





World Trade Week, May 17-23. 


South Africa Increases 
Farm Equipment Quota 


The Union of South Africa on Marck 
6 authorized additional foreign exchange 
allocations for importation in 1953 ol. 
agricultural implements, equipment 
machinery, tractors, irrigation machin- 
ery exclusive of windmills, piping 
fittings, and fencing materials; anc 
agricultural small tools and spare parts 
for these products. 


The increase will apply equally to im- 
ports from soft-currency areas, under 
“restricted” permits, and hard-currency 
areas, under “general” permits. 

Letters of authority granted to im- 
porters for these products will be in- 
creased by 50 percent, authorizing, in 
effect, a corresponding increase in im- 
ports.of these products during the year. 


Under the import-centrol procedure 
governing capital equipment letters of 
authority are issued to importers in 
advance of import permits to enable 
them to place orders abroad. Upon con- 
firmation of an order the import permit 
is granted as a matter of form, but 
only to the amount stated in the original 
letter of authority—-Government Ga- 
zette, Pretoria, Mar. 6, 1953. 

Details of the South African import- 
control system are available in a De- 
partment of Commerce report entitled 
Union of South Africa—Summary of 
Import Control Regulations, Business 
Information Service, World Trade Se- 
ries No. 375, April 1953. Copies are 
available for 20 cents each from the 
Department of Commerce or any of 
its Field Offices. 





Compensation Tax Levied on 
Some Madagascan Imports 


Madagascar has established a com- 
pensation tax applicable to all imports 
intended for further processing in the 
area and not for resale, by an order of 
February 9. 


The rate is fixed at 4 percent ad valo- 
rem, but a reduction to 2 percent ad 
valorem is authorized for designated in- 
dustrial and agricultural equipment and 
parts imported directly by end users, 
and for raw materials and products im- 
ported directly by manufacturers and 
handicraftsmen for their exclusive 
needs. (A list of such items is available 
from the Near Eastern and African 
Division, Office of International Trade, 
Department of Commerce, Washingtor 
25, D. C.) 

Imports subject to the compensation 
tax are exempt from payment of the 
economic development tax of 2 percent 
ad valorem formerly applying to all im- 
ports.—Journal Officiel of Madagascar, 
Feb. 14, 1953. 
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Gold Coast Sets Quota 
Of 100 U. S. Cars 


Gold Coast imports of motor ve- 
hicles from the United States in 
1953 will be limited to 100 vehicles, 
according to a recent Government 
notice to importers. 

This quota is the same as that 
established for the preceding year. 

Import license applications will 
be considered by a Car Applica- 
tion Committee set up under the 
Gold Coast Department of Com- 
merce. Licenses, however, will be 
issued only for designated makes. 
The maximum controlled selling 
price for these makes remains fixed 
at £1,200 (US$3,360). — Con., 
Accra. 











BERMUDA 
Bans U. S., Canadian Onions 


Onions from the United States and 
Canada have not been permitted entry 
into the Colony of Bermuda since April 
15, by Bermudan Government notice 
No. 179. 


May Lift Foodstuff Ban 


The following items are expected to 
be deleted on June 30 from the Bermu- 
dan list of commodities whose importa- 
tion from the United States and Canada 
has been suspended: 

Biscuits; candies and confectionery; 


chocolate and cocoa in any form except 
chocolate syrup concentrate for soda 
fountains and unsweetened block choco- 
late for cooking; all types of canned 
fish; browning gravy; jams and mar- 
malades; jelly powder and crystals; all 
types of canned meat; milk-based foods 
and food beverages; pickles; pudding, 
dessert; and custard powders except 
sherbet, frozen pudding, and lemon pie 
filling. 

(The import suspension was an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Nov. 14, 1949, p. 9.) 


CUBA 
‘Modifies Alcoholic Beverage Tax 


Cuba has modified its consumption 
tax on alcoholic beverages except beer, 
by law-decree No. 793, effective retro- 
actively to January 1. 

The new rates are: 1% percent on 
domestic products of ordinary class, or 
those whose producers’ invoice valua- 
tion is not more than $0.75 a liter; 5 
percent on domestic products of fine 
class, those with a producers’ - invoice 
valuation of more than $0.75 a liter; 
and 6% percent on imported products. 
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The proceeds of this tax are for the 
gastronomical workers’ retirement fund. 


ECUADOR 
Extends Duty-Free Entry 


Duty-free entry into Ecuador of cer- 
tain foodstuffs, gasoline, and kerosene is 
to be extended from May 15 to June 
15, by Ecuadoran decree No. 526 of 
April 10. 

Individual items affected are listed 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 13, 
1953, page 12. 

The extension has been granted fur- 
ther to assist in bolstering food supplies 
threatened by the disruption of trans- 
portation and communication services 
as a result of recent torrential rains in 
Ecuador.—Emb., Quito. 





Relaxes Hog Lard Seizure 


Orders issued early in March to pre- 
vent price increases in imported hog 
lard and calling for Government at- 
tachment of all hog lard imports in 
Ecuadoran Customs have been modified, 
by Ministry of Economy Resolution No, 
111 of March 25. 


Apparently only 5,000 quintals of 
lard stocks will now be attached, and 
reimbursement will be made at a rate 
equivalent to the importer’s cost plus 
10 percent (1 quintal=101.43 pounds). 

Hog lard in customhouses on which 
import duties were paid before promul- 
gation of decree No. 283 of March 9, 
1953, will not be subject to attachment 
and may be freely withdrawn or sold 
to the Directorate of Supply at cost 
plus 10 percent.—Con. Gen., Guayaquil. 

(Earlier announcements appear in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 30, 
1953, p. 8.) 


FINLAND 
Signs Agreement With Norway 


A commodity exchange agreement be- 
tween Norway and Finland was signed 
in Oslo on March 11, 1953. The agree- 
ment will be in effect for 1 year retro- 
active to November 1, 1952. 


Norwegian exports include hardened 
fat, sulfur, calcium nitrate fertilizer, 
ferroalloys, and aluminum. 

Finnish exports include forestry prod- 
ucts, cement, sanitary articles, and 
electrical machinery and apparatus. 

Norwegian exports to Finland in 1952 
were valued at 89,024,000 crowns 
(US$12,540,000), and imports from that 
country totaled 81,358,000 crowns 
($11,460,000). 


FRANCE 
Signs Barter Arrangement 


France and Argentina on March 31 
at Buenos Aires concluded a barter ar- 








rangement involving an exchange of 
goods amounting to 6,260,000 francs in 
each direction, according to a French 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs announce- 
ment published in Moniteur Officiel du 
Commerce et de L’Industrie of April 9. 

Goods will be invoiced on the basis 
of world prices and will include French 
exports of a wide variety of metallurgic 
products, and exports of wool, wooled 
skins, flaxseed, and linseed oil from Ar- 
gentina. Argentina will furnish in ‘ad- 


dition small quantities of secondary 
cereals, frozen meat, and butter. 


Signs Trade Agreement 


A new trade agreement was signed 
between France and Czechoslovakia at 
Prague on April 9, the French Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs announced on 
April 10. 

The agreement is for a period of 1 
year ending February 28, 1954, and re- 
places a l-year agreement of July 13, 
1951, which had been extended pending 
negotiation of the present agreement. 

French exports to Czechoslovakia will 
total about 3 billion francs, and imports 
from Czechoslovakia will amount to ap- 
proximately 3% billion. The difference 


is to be used by Czechoslovakia for serv- - 


icing nationalization indemnities and 
other financial obligations. 

Principal French exports will be 
phosphates, metallurgic products, soda 
and caustic soda, pharmaceutical spe- 
cialities, textiles, and mechanical equip- 
ment. 

Czechoslovakia will export to France 
principally coal-tar pitch, lumber. kao- 
lin, hops, malt, beer, glass, and ce- 
ramics. 


‘GERMANY (FED. REPUBLIC) 





Signs Tariff Agreement 


A tariff agreement between the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany and the Bel- 
gian Congo, signed March 20, is now 
subject to ratification by both countries. 

Germany concedes a reduction in the 
tariff rate on bleached palm oil from 
the present 12 percent to 7 percent for 
an annual import quota of 10,000 metric 
tons,.and agrees to eliminate the pres- 
ent turnover equalization tax of 4 per- 
cent on this commodity. 


The Belgian Congo grants tariff re- 
ductions in or bindings of tariff rates 
on 29 items, including metal goods, 
optical instruments, and beer. 


ITALY 
Extends Agreement .With Spain 


_ Italy’s trade agreement with Spain 
has been extended for another year, be- 
ginning April 1. 

To insure adequate fulfillment of the 
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quotas listed the two Governments are 
to exchange a:onthly lists of import 
and export licenses issued by the Span- 
ish Institute of Foreign Currency and 
the Italian Ministry of Foreign Trade. 

No appreciable changes are made in 
the old lists. The Italian export list 
establishes new quotas for automobile 
parts, to a value of $800,000; toys, $20,- 
000; and tobacco, $1,000,000; and larger 
quotas for casein fibers and cameras 
for industrial purposes. 

The Spanish export list includes new 
quotas for animal hair and waste, to 
a value of $50,000; salted intestines, 
$200,000; potatoes, $50,000; dried 
grapes, $100,000; palm fiber for brooms 
and brushes, $50,000; chocolate, $20,000; 
refractory dust, $50,000; rabbit hair, 
$100,000; woolen carpets, $50,000; toys, 
$20,000; and a larger quota for potash 
(K.0). Spanish export quotas for dried 
intestines and tuna fish in oil are re- 
duced to values of $200,000 and 4,000 
metric tons, respectively. 

Italian imports from Spain in 1952 
amounted to $9,000,000, compared with 


$5,500,000 in 1951. Principal imports in 
1952 were fish products to a value of 
$4,500,000; iron ores, $600,000; pig iron, 
$400,000; and cork, $200,000. Imports of 
these same commodities in 1951 
amounted to $3,000,000, $4,000, $134,000, 
and $16,000, respectively. 

The value of Italian exports to Spain 
in 1952 was $13,800,000, against $3,700,- 
000 in 1951. The marked increase de- 
rived principally from increased ship- 
ments of motor vehicles and parts, 
valued at $2,400,000; railway rolling 
stock, $4,300,000; and coke $2,800,000. 
Exports of these commodities in 1951 
amounted to $481,000, $17,000, and 
$482,000, respectively —Emb., Rome. 


Antibiotics Must Be Licensed 


Export from Italy to Hong Kong and 
Macao of all antibiotics, regardless of 
form or customs classification, is now 


subject to ministerial license, by Foreign - 


Trade Ministry decrees Nos. 806418 and 
806173 of March 27 and 29; respectively. 





Madagascar Sets $5,000 
Tobacco Quota 


An official allocation of $5,000 
has been made available by Mada- 
gascan authorities to importers for 
the importation of leaf tobacco 
from the dollar zone in the first 6 
months of 1953. 

Import licenses became avail- 
able on April 20.—Journal Official 
of Madagascar, Apr. 11, 1953. 
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PANAMA 
Modifies Ban on Hides, Skins 


The Panamanian Office of Price Con- 
trol has qualified its prohibition on 
importation of tanned hides and skins, 
by a press release of April 7. 


The prohibition now applies only to 
tanned hides and skins that compete 
with native industry; others may be 
imported without restriction, although 
importation is subject to a permit 
obtainable from the Office of Price 
Control. 


It is felt that this modification will 
allow most U. S. better quality hides 
and skins to be imported without 
difficulty. - 

(The prohibition on these products 
was announced in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Mar. 30, 1953, p. 21.) 


VENEZUELA 
Extends Agreement With Swiss 


The commercial agreement of March 
29, 1951, between Venezuela and Swit- 
zerland has been extended another year, 
to March 29, 1954. 


The agreement contains the most- 
favored-nation clause and is renewable 
annually. It has no unusual provisions 
except special treatment for border 
countries. 


(The original agreement was an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
May 21, 1951, p. 28, and the first annual 
renewal-in the issue of April 28, 1952, 
p. 30.) 











Cuban Industries 
(Continued from Page 6) 


both imports and production, and the 
dispute was still unsetteled at the end 
of the quarter. 


Cargo discharged at Habana mounted 
from 211,000 metric tons in January to 
240,000 in February and leveled out to 
248,000 in March. The comparable fig- 
ure for the previous March was 263,000. 
Inbound cargo totaling 708,000 metric 
tons during the first quarter of this 
year compares with 785,000 metric tons 
in the first quarter of last year, and re- 


flects the general disposition of mer-. 


chants to reduce inventories in the face 
of declining sales volume. 


Labor Wages Cut 

Leaders of organized labor suggested 
at the close of the quarter that the 
problem of full employment in Cuba re- 
quires a broader approach than either 
management or labor alone can supply. 
The Government settled two important 
wage disputes and indications were that 
at least two other significant employ- 
ment problems would shortly come to 
a head. 

The Government’s determination in 
February to cut the wages of the 
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450,000 sugar workers by 5 percent was 
significant, as it was taken in recogni- 


tion of the drop in sugar prices on world 
markets. ' 


Though this wage reduction was op- 
posed by labor, it was accepted with less 
bitterness than the wage cut, also or- 
dered by the Government, in the hene- 
quen-growing industry, which affected 
some 3,000 workers. The Government 
ordered a 30.55-percent slash in pay, 
thus canceling the two Government- 
awarded pay increases of 1951 and 
rolling the henequen-growing industry’s 
wage rates back to the levels obtaining 
before that time. 


Labor leaders have opposed this cut 
because, although the number of hene- 
quen plantation workers is relatively 
small, it represents the first time that 
the Government has acted in a sub- 
stantial way to annul pay increases 
ordered by previous Cuban regimes 
when world demand for Cuban products 
was burgeoning rather than contract- 
ing. 

While henequen plantation owners 
prepared to resume field operations at 
the reduced wage scale, plantation 
workers failed to show up for work on 


many properties. 


Collections Continue Good 


Bank clearings, exclusive of Treasury 
check receipts and payments, recovered 
sharply and seasonally to 371 million 
pesos in March from approximately 280 
million in January and in February. To- 
tal clearings of the described type for 
the first quarter ran to some 930 million 
pesos, compared with 1,405 million for 
the corresponding quarter of last year. 
Sugar milling got under way later this 
year than last. 


Net current budget revenue in March 
recovered some 35 million pesos from 
20 million pesos in February, partly be- 
cause of greater incidence of tax pay- 
ment dates and of early collections 
under new revenue forms voted in re- 
cent months. Total budget revenues for 
the first 9 months (ended in March) of 
the current fiscal year totaled about 
235 million pesos compared with 245 
million and 211 million, respectively, 
through the ninth month of the preced- 
ing 2 years. Revenue collections are 
running considerably short of budget 
requirements. 

Collections on imported merchandise 
stood up relatively well, at least through 
February. Of total collections, the per- 
centage enjoying prompt payment rose 
from 72 percent for January to 79 per- 
cent for February, and collections which 
were over 90 days slow dropped from 4.6 
percent to 3.8 percent. 

However, Habana bank collections on 
domestic commercial bills were reported 
to-have become progressively more dif- 
ficult in the first quarter. Furthermore, 
the Habana banks encountered a larger 
number of requests for renewals of 
loans and trade bills during the crop 
season than normally.—Emb., Habana. 
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West German N 
LEGISLATIVE IWEWS 


Recent legislative developments in the 
Federal Republic of Germany of inter- 
est to traders and potential investors 
are summarized below: 


Legislation Promulgated 


Second Law Extending Regulations 
Pertaining to Industry, March 25, 1953. 
—Extends the validity period of legis- 
lation authorizing the Federal Govern- 
ment to issue ordinances relating to 
economic control measures and of the 
law establishing a Federal Agency for 
Trade and Industry. These laws, which 
would have expired March 31, 1953, may 
now continue in force to May 31, 1953. 

Extension of the Emergency Law 
Concerning Electric Power and Gas 
Supply.—This extension, which took 
effect March 28, 1953, authorizes the 
Federal Ministry for Economics to con- 
tinue exercising control over the deliv- 
ery of power and gas and the allocation, 
stocking, and consumption of coal used 


for power and gas production until 


March 31, 1955. 


Law Concerning the Convention Be- 
tween the Federal Republic and Swit- 
zerland Regarding the Restoration of 
Industrial Property Rights.—This law, 
dated March 17, 1953, ratifies a conven- 
tion which reinstates patent rights 
acquired by German nationals in Swit- 
zerland before 1948. 

Law Concerning the Convention Be- 
tween the Federal Republic and Israel. 
—This law, dated March 20, 1953, rati- 
fies an agreement under which the 
Federal Republic assumes the obligation 
to place 3 billion deutschemarks (about 
US$714 million) at Israel's disposal for 
the purchase of goods and services in 
Germany and for the settlement and 
integration of Jewish refugees in Israel. 
In addition, 450 million deutschemarks 
(about US$107 million) is to be placed 
at the disposal of the Conference of 
Jewish Material Claims Against Ger- 
many for the same purpose. The Fed- 
eral Republic also undertakes an obliga- 
tion to supplement existing legislation 
for the redress of National Socialist 
wrongs. 


Second Ordinance Implementing the 
Law for Revalidation of Foreign Bonds 
of March 7, 1953.—Provides the proce- 
dure for revalidation of dollar bonds in 
the United States. In addition, an 
ordinance of February 31, 1953, supple- 
ments the list of bonds to be revalidated 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Sept. 29, 
1952, p. 10); 

Law Amending the Sugar Tax Law, 
February 13, 1953.—Reduces the tax on 
sugar from 30.50 deutschemarks to 26.50 
deutschemarks (about US$6.31) per 
100 kilograms. 

Ordinance Regarding Change in Cus- 
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toms Duties, February 19, 1953.—Abol- 
ishes or reduces import duties levied on 
certain chemicals. 


Legislation Pending in Parliament 


Three bills which would provide for 
major reductions in income and corpora- 
tion taxes and provide certain tax 
privileges to refugees and persecutees. 
The Federal Government’s share of 
revenues derived from income and cor- 
poration taxes would be increased from 
37 percent to 40 percent. ‘ 


A bill lowering the tobacco tax. 

A bill authorizing the Federal Gov- 
ernment in cases of urgent economic 
need to reduce or abolish existing cus- 
toms duties for a period of 3 months. 
Such reductions would, however, have 
to be submitted to the Parliament for 
approval within 3 weeks and would be 
canceled if disapproved. 

A bill establishing a marketing asso- 
ciation for the fisheries industry which 
would aid the Federal Government in 
setting up a plan for fish supply, deter- 
mining the quantities of fish available 
from domestic deep-sea fishing, and 
quantities to be imported. 

A bill is. pending before the Upper 
House of Parliament which would grant. 
income tax privileges of 3.5 percent on 
exported finished products and 2.5 per- 
cent on exported prefabricated products. 


Legislation Under Cabinet Consideration 


The Cabinet is considering among 
other bills one which would remove 
double taxation on stocks and grant 
tax privileges to foreign investments. 

Also under consideration is a bill 
which would ratify the agreements con- 
cluded at the London Debt Settlement 
Conference. 

Another bill would authorize the Fed- 
eral Government to enact important 
commercial legislation through issuance 
of ordinances in cases in which there is 
an urgent economic need and the 
Bundestag is unable to act on necessary 
legislation in time. It is contemplated 
that the law would be used in clarifying 
quesfions regarding customs tariffs, ex- 
ports, opening of businesses, and au- 
thentication of documents used in 
export and import.—HICOG. 


Danish Taxes Extended 
With Some Changes 


A number of important Danish turn- 
over and consumption taxes, applied 
under a temporary law expiring on 
March 31, have been continued until 
December 31, by a law of March 31, 
with the following changes. 

@ The consumption tax on beverages 
containing “cola” is increased from 9.12 
crown to 1.00 crown a liter; that on 
other nonalcoholic beverages remains 
at the former level. 

@ The 20-percent turnover tax on 
fountain pens, mechanical pencils, and 





Austria Widens Use of 
Blocked Schillings 


Austrian foreign exchange controls 
have been amended to permit freer use 
of blocked schilling accounts in Austria, 
by a National Bank proclamation issued 
on February 2. 

Withdrawals may now be made from 
blocked schilling accounts in Austria 
for the following purposes without ob- 
taining special licenses from exchange 
eontrol authorities: 


@ Grants, such as personal subsist- 
ence payments to relatives or donations 
to social, religious, and similar institu- 
tions. Adequate alimony payments to 
Austrian residents who may be legally 
entitled to such payments are also 
permitted. 

Each alimony payment may not ex- 
ceed 1,500 schillings (about US$60) to 
each person a month, and total alimony 
payments may not exceed 6,000 schil- 
lings a month. 

@ Payments to Austrian residents for 
services rendered in connection with the 
establishment or, administration of the 
account holder’s blocked assets. Such 
payments may include bank commis- 
sions, handling charges, and deposit 
fees. 

@ Payment of taxes, public fees, 
court costs, and lawyers’ and notaries’ 
remunerations incurred in Austria. 

@ Payment of traveling expenses in- 
curred in Austria by the account holder, 
members of his family, and accompany- 
ing personnel, up to 4,000 schillings 
(about US$154) to each person a week, 

Costs incurred by a student while 
studying in Austria fall within this 
provision if the student is either the 
account holder or a member of the 
account holder’s family. 

The term “family members” includes 
the spouse of the account holder, all 
direct relatives—parents, grandparents, 
children, grandchildren, and their 
spouses—and all other relatives who can 
prove that they live in the household of 
the account holder. 

Managers, members of boards of di- 
rectors or-supervisory boards, or other 
authorized representatives of firms hav- 





35-millimeter motion-picture film over 
50 meters in length is removed, as is the 
15-percent turnover tax on luggage and 
similar articles and the like tax of 0.30 
crown each on shotgun shells. 

@ The authorized deduction from the 
taxable value of table-model radio re- 
ceivers for application of the 15-percent 
turnover tax is increased from 300 
crowns to 400 crowns a unit. 
ing blocked schilling accounts are con- 
sidered account holders. 

@ Payments for maintenance of 
graves up to 2,000 schillings a year.— 
Emb., Vienna. 
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Transportation Expert 
Wanted in Bogota 


The Municipal Tramways 
(Tranvia Municipal), of Bogota, 
Colombia, urgently wishes to en- 
gage the services of a fully quali- 
fied transportation and mainte- 
nance expert who would be in 
charge of service facilities and es- 
tablish a preventive maintenance 
program. 

The Administrator of Tranvia 
Municipal, Dr. Rafael Suarez Guz- 
man, is now in the United States, 
and would welcome correspond- 
ence from qualified persons. Dr. 
Suarez may be addressed c/o 
Mack Truck Co., Empire State 
Building, 350 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 1, N. Y.; or White Motor 
Co., 842 East 79th Street, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 











U. S.-India Sign New 
Operational Pacts 


A supplementary operational agree- 
ment was signed in New Delhi, on April 
20, 1953, by the Governments of the 
United States and India, which provides 
for the construction within the next 
3 years of 650 additional tube wells in 
the Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar. 
Total joint cost of the project will be 
$5,260,000, the U.S. contribution, and 
22,000,000 rupees, the Indian contribu- 
tion (1 rupee =US$0.21). 

Two other operational agreements 
signed on the same date provided for: 


@ Development of building materials 
under the auspices of the Central Build- 
ing Research Institute at Rookee, Uttar 
Pradesh; 

@ Demonstration of improved meth- 
ods of low-cost housing construction. 

The first will involve a joint expendi- 
ture of $100,000 and 100,000 rupees, and 


the second an estimated $75,000 and 
150,000 rupees. 





Turkey To Buy Portable 
Metal Huts for Barracks 


The Turkish Ministry of Defense re- 
portedly wishes to purchase approxi- 
mately 1,000 portable metal huts, to be 
used as barracks. For further informa- 
tion concerning requirements, interested 
suppliers are invited to contact the Of- 
fice of the Military Attache, Turkish 
Embassy, 2202 Massachusetts Avenue 
NW., Washington 8, D. C. 
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Paper and Stationery 
Required by Iraq 


The Central Foreign Purchase Com- 
mittee, Ministry of Finance, Govern- 
ment of Iraq, is inviting bids until June 
20, 1953, for the supply of paper and 
various items of stationery required by 
the Directorate of Government Press. 
Terms and specifications are obtainable 
from the Secretary of the Committee, 
subject to a charge of 500 fils (1,000 
fils=1 Iraq dinar=US$2.80 par value) 
a copy. 

Bids, in Arabic or Arabic and English, 
must be accompanied by a deposit ap- 
proximating 7 percent of the first thou- 
sand dinars and 5 percent of the re- 
mainder of the total price quoted. No 
bid will be considered without this 
deposit. The credit must be opened by 
the bidder. 

Offers, together with deposit, should 
be sent in a sealed envelope by regis- 
tered post direct to the President, Cen- 
tral Foreign Purchase Committee, 
Ministry of Finance, Baghdad, Iraq. 





Steel Rails and Turnouts 


Needed for Thailand Port 


Bids are invited until June ‘15, 1953, 
by the Port Authority of Thailand, for 
the supply of steel rails and accessories 
and turnouts. Quantities required are 
292 tons of 60-pound steel rail, 8 meters 
long; 36 tons of 60-pound steel rail, 7.93 
meters long; 15 tons of fish plates; 13 
tons of dog spikes; 2% tons of bolts 
and nuts; 16 tons of bearing plates; 88 
kilograms of rivets for bolts and nuts; 
113% kilograms of spring washers; and 
1 set of buffers. 

It is understood that the purchase of 
this equipment will be partially fi- 
nanced by a loan from the Internation- 
al Bank for Reconstruction and Devel- 
opment. 

A complete set of specifications is ob- 
tainable for review purposes on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. These documents 
may be purchased from the Port Au- 
thority for 300 baht (approximately 17 
baht=US$1). 

Bids should be sent direct to the Port 
Authority of Thailand, Harbour Ad- 
ministration Building, Bangkok (Klong 
Toi), Thailand. 





Tangier Sets New Deadline 
On Bids for Motor Launch 


The Tangier Customs has extended 
until June 1, 1953, the closing date for 
acceptance of bids covering the supply 
of a motor launch, suitable for naviga- 
tion on the high seas. The request for 
bids was previously reported in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, April 20, 1953, p. 20. 





Iraq Invites Bids for 
Baghdad-Kirkuk Road 


Experienced and qualified contractors 
are invited by the Development Board 
of. Iraq to submit bids for the construc- 
tion of the new Baghdad-Kirkuk Road. 
The project calls for building approxi- 
mately 155 kilometers of road (overall 
width 12 meters and carriageway 7 
metérs wide), extending from a point 
north of Tauq to the town of Diltawa. 

Work includes three sections of em- 
bankment formation over flat country, 
approximately 140 kilometers, and ex- 
cavation and filling of a new alinement 
over the Injana Ridge, approximately 15 
kilometers; stone foundations, haunch- 
ing stones, and two-coat bituminous 
macadam; construction of pipe culverts, 
mass and reinforced concrete small- and 
medium-span bridges; and all related 
operations. 

Copies of the tender documents, in 
duplicate, may be obtained from the 
Directorate General of Contracts, De- 
velopment Board Offices Southgate, 
Baghdad, Iraq, subject to a charge of 10 
Iraq dinars (1 Iraq dinar=US$2.80 par 
value). 

Bids must be accompanied by a pre- 
liminary deposit of 30,000 Iraq dinars, 
payable in cash to the Directorate 
General of Accounts of the Board, and 
the receipt issued for such payment 
must be attached to the tender docu- 
ments. A letter of guaranty from any 
approved bank in Baghdad will be ac- 
cepted in lieu of the cash deposit. 

Tenders must be submitted in sealed 
envelopes, marked “Tender for the 
Baghdad-Kirkuk Road,” to the Secre- 
tariat General of the Development 
Board, not later than July 11, 1953. 

Bids will be accepted only from 
persons or firms having had previous ex- 
perience in similar work, and the board 


does not bind itself to accept the lowest 
or any tender. 


Baghdad Plans To Purchase 
Water Supply Materials 


Bids are invited until June 11, 1953, 
by the Baghdad District Water Board, 
an independent municipal agency, for 
the supply of the following: Mild steel 
tubes, steel pipes, cast iron spun pipes, 
asbestos-cement pipes, watermeters, 
sluice valves, chlorine gas, pig lead, jute 
gaskin, brass plugs, and brass ferrules. 

Specifications covering the various 
items are obtainable upon application 
to the Board in Baghdad, Iraq. 
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Ethiopia Needs Steel 
Water Pipe, Meters 


The Director-General, Municipality of 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, wishes to re- 
ceive bids until May 30, 1953, for the 
supply of steel water pipe and fittings 
and water meters needed for the city’s 
water system. 

Briefly, requirements call for 10,000 
meters of welded galvanized steel pipe, 
with standard thread and one socket, 
in diameters ranging from % inch to 
2 inches; 1,000 meters of seamless, gal- 
vanized steel pipe, with standard thread 
and one socket, of 2%- and 3-inch 
diameters; galvanized malleable cast 
iron fittings; 700 valves of bronze or 
brass, in sizes ranging from % inch to 
2 inches; 400 valves with wedges, of 
bronze or brass, in sizes ranging from 
% inch to 3 inches; and 4,000 water 
meters of various types and sizes. 

More detailed information on speci- 
fications is available on request from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D, C. 





Egyptian Sponge Fishing 
Firm Seeks U. S. Capital 


American capital participation is 
sought by the Sponge Fishing Co. of 
Egypt, which reportedly is organizing 
a new company, for the purpose of 
engaging in construction of quays in 
Egyptian ports, as well as in nearby 
Middle Eastern countries. 

The company is said to have optained 
a contract from the Egyptian Govern- 
ment for certain quays in Alexandria 
harbor, and two quays have been com- 
pleted. 

The firm states that most of the re- 
quired building’ materials, such as 
stores, sand, and cement, are available 
locally at reasonable prices, and that 
only one other local firm could be con- 
sidered as a possible competitor. 

Further information concerning this 
proposal .may be obtained from the 
Sponge Fishing Co. of Egypt, 47 Boule- 
vard Saad Zaghloul, Alexandria, Egypt. 


a new type cool-milling and non-process- 
ing method of milling whole wheat 
cereal, whereby the vitamin content is 
retained in the flour. The inventor is 
interested in contacting U. S. manu- 
facturers of milling machinery who 
would produce and distribute the ma- 
chinery on a royalty basis. Further 
information, including blueprint and 
photostatic copy of article published 
in a trade magazine, available.* 

World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable, 


In Foreign Countries 


Chemical Equipment: 

England—W arren, Morrison, Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter), 29 Bury St., 
London, S.W.1, wishes to manufacture 
under U. S. license in England techni- 
cal equipment for the chemical indus- 
try, such as density controllers, special 
fluid handling pumps, and special valves 
for handling corrosives or abrasives. 


Engineering Products: 


England—British Optical and Preci- 
sion Engineers, Ltd. (manufacturer of 
lenses, binoculars, cameras, scientific 
and laboratory equipment, cinema- 
tograph recording and projection equip- 
ment), Mortimer House, 37-41 Mortimer 
St., London, W.1, wishes to manufacture 
in England light engineering products, 
including machine tools. Firm is in- 
terested in a contractual arrangement 
whereby it would manufacture for an 
American company having its own 


distributing organization in the United. 


Kingdom and foreign markets, or in 
any proposal that would offer an oppor- 
tunity for expanding production. It is 
prepared to enter into licensing agree- 
ments and organize a system or distri- 
bution, if necessary, to arrive at a 
suitable arrangement with American 
manufacturers. Reportedly, the firm 
would consider investing capital to ex- 
pand its working arrangements with 


U. S. companies. Additional information 
available.* 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 








LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Saypsemnentary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol (*), 
trom the Commercial Intelligence 
Division,, U. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


In the United States 


Machinery: 
Canada—Mrs. Jane Barclay Evans 
(inventor), 98 Tuxedo Ave., S., Hamil- 


ton, Ontario, offers plans and patent on ~ 
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Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, U. S. Department 
$s gone, Washington 25, 


Alcohol and Alcoholic Beverages: 

France—Charles Imbert (export and 
commission merchant), 12 blvd. Boues, 
Marseille (Bouches-du-Rhone), offers to 
export direct or through agent alcohol, 
192 proof, for use by distilleries in mak- 
ing alcholic beverages. 


Netherlands—Van Zuylekom’s Dis- 


tilleerderij Anno 1684 N.V. (distiller of 
gin, liquors, and _ spirits), 176-180 


Westerstraat, Amsterdam, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent Dutch gin, 
38% alcohol; dry gin, 40% alcohol; egg 
brandy, 17%% alcohol; and _ liqueurs, 
30% alcohol. 


Candles: 


Italy—Fratelli Serventi fu Sante 
(manufacturer), Via Rodolfo Tanzi 3/5, 
Parma, offers to export direct or 
through agent various types and forms 
of candles, including ornamental roses, 
Illustrated catalog available.* 


Cattle (Breeding): 


Denmark—Waldemar Sorensens Son- 
ner (export merchant), 23 Norre Sogade, 
Copenhagen K., offers to export direct 
or through agent Danish pedigreed 
breeding cattle. Firm states that cattle 
tuberculosis does not exist in Denmark 
and the Abortus Bang will soon be eradi- 
cated entirely and animals are said 
to be free from disease. Brochures, 
tables, and photos available from the 
foreign firm. 


Chemicals: 

Netherlands—N. V. Maatschappij voor 
Handel en Industrie (exporter of chem- 
icals and alcohols), 474 Nieuwe Binnen- 
weg, Rotterdam, offers to export stand- 
ard commercial quality industrial 
chemicals, such as sodium perborate 
10%, nickel sulfate, nickel chloride, so- 
dium and potassium cyanides 96-98%, 
and technical urea 46% white crystals, 
Firm prefers to sell direct to consumer 
but is willing to sell through brokers in 
the U. S. 


Clocks: 
Netherlands—Firma W. De Vries & 
Zn. (manufacturer) F 12 Scheensweg, 


Joure, offers to export direct Frisian 
clocks. 


Clothing: 

England—F.. -W. Harmer & Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturer), Norwich, Norfolk, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
men’s, youths’, women’s, maids’, boys’ 
and girls’ outerwear, particularly school 
blazers. 

Netherlands—N. V. Vereenigde In- 
dustrieen Rotterdam (formerly Ph. Ver- 
hagen en Zoon) (manufacturer), 149 
Oudedijk, Rotterdam, offers to export, 
preferably direct, knitwear, such as 
cotton underwear, ladies’ sweaters, and 
children’s playsuits (solid and multi- 
colored): 


Electrical Equipment: 

Netherlands—N. V. Electromotoren- 
fabriek Dordt (manufacturer of electric 
motors and generators), 7 Parallelweg, 
Dordrecht, offers to export direct or 
through agent first quality electric 
motors and generators varying from 
5 cm. to 5 m. in diameter, manufac- 
tured according to IEC rules. Specifi- 
cations: normal drip waterproof, venti- 
lated squirrel cage type, slip ring, high 
voltage, up to 5,000 hp. (heavy duty 
crane and lift motors, loom, flameproof, 
submersible, slow and multiple speed, 
3-phase variable speed commutator, 
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single phase for domestic use (split 
phase and repulsion induction types), 
yertical shaft and flanged motors, back- 
geared motors, friction clutch motors, 
shockproof motors for the navy, and 
speed variators). 


First-Aid Supplies: 


Sweden—Ruben Nordfelt (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 1 Eriksbergsgatan, 
Stockholm, offers to export direct or 
through agent standard quality surgical 
dressing and speed plasters, ordinary, 
elastic, and waterproof types; 1,000,000 
to 10,000,000 plasters available annually, 
Literature and samples available.* 


Foodstuffs: 


Denmark—Thor Ibsen (broker, ex- 
port and commission merchant), 
Troense, offers to export direct to 
brokers on the east and west coasts 
first quality Danish Emmentaler cheese, 
weighing approximately 165 lbs. each. 

Italy—Giberti & Borelli S. A. (pack- 
ing house), 13 via Provinciale Motta, 
Carpi (Modena), offers to export direct 
salami, sausages, and bologna sausages. 


Furniture Fittings: 


Italy—Meroni, Costruzione Minuterie 
Meccaniche (manufacturer), Via F.11i 
Cairoli 5, Lissone (Milan Province), 
offers to export direct or through agent 
good quality locks for furniture, 5,000 
to 6,000 dozen monthly. 


Furs (Raw): 
~ Germany—Karl Saam (exporter), 64- 
66 Nymphenburgerstrasse, Munich 2, 


Bavaria, offers to export direct raw 
marten. 


Glass Products: 


Belgium—Rene Legrand (exporter), 
22 rue du Basson, Marcinelle-Charleroy, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
mirrors made of silvered polished plate 
glass. 


Hardware: 


Belgium—Rene Legrand (exporter), 
22 rue du Basson, Marcinelle-Charleroy, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
wire nails, bolts, and nuts. 

France—Gaston Toupet & Cie. (man- 
facturer), Neufmanil (Ardennnes), of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
hot forged and semi-finished screws, 
type “Van Thiel,” five-eighths of an inch 
to 4 inches, 30 tons each month. 


Household Goods: 


Mexico—Casimiro P. Flores e Hijo, 
S. de R. L. (export merchant), Escobedo 
508 Sur, Desp. 407, 408, and 409, Mon- 
terrey, offers to export direct or through 
agent fine quality grade A brooms made 
of “Mijo” (grass), 


Leather: 
France—Tannerie Bochet & Dulau 
(producer, wholesaler, exporter), Im- 


passe Henri-IV, Gelos, Basses-Pyrenees, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
large quantities of very high quality 
sole leather and finished butts, for 
sport, working, and army shoes, Firm 
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states the sole leather is prepared 
through slow-tanning process. 


Leather and Plastic Goods: 

Italy—Central Import Export Office, 
S.r.l. (exporter), Via G. Revere 16, 
Milan, offers to export direct or through 
agent very good quality leather hand- 
bags, wallets, cigarette cases and boxes, 
picture frames, and other leather goods. 
Firm states that, as these products are 
manufactured by small artisan shops, 
the quantity available is limited. 

Netherlands—Atelier Buse Tijssen 
(manufacturer), Weeresteinstaat 207, 
Hillegom, offers to export direct plastic 
and leather (sheepskin, goatskin, box 
calf) articles, such as ladies’ handbags, 
shopping bags, and reticules. 


Machinery: 
Germany—J. Heinr. Spoerl, Spezial- 
maschinenfabrik (manufacturer), 70 


Tussmannstrasse, Dusseldorf 10, offers 
to export direct or through agent print- 
ing machines and special machines for 
converting paper and cellulose. Illus- 
trated catalog available.* 


Machine Tools: 


Italy—Officine Meccaniche’ Galardi 
(manufacturer), 54 via Bellariva, Flor- 
ence, Offers to export direct carbide 
tipped tools grin ers. 


Medical Supplies: 


Norway — Formstoff Handelsselskap 
Hans Nilsen Hauge (importer, export- 
er, sales agent), 3 Kristian Augustsgate, 
Oslo, offers to export direct or through 
agent a reportedly new type of bandage 
material, know as MEDIFORM, made 
of polyvinylchloride, specially com- 
pounded and said to be absolutely non- 
poisonous. Specifications: 14 and 28 
mm. thick and 10, 20, and 30 cm. wide, 
all material 1 meter long. Price infor- 
mation, illustrated literature, and sam- 
ple availalbe.* 

(Previously announced, Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, April 20, 1953.) 

Mosaics: 

Italy—Dino S. Saltiel (Italia) (ex- 
port merchant), Via Abamonti 4, P. O. 
Box 1487, Milan, offers to export direct 
or through agent good quality porcelain 
or glass mosaic squares, size 0.79 inch 
x 0.79 inch, thickness 0.158 inch, 50,000 
square yards each month. 


Musical Instruments: 

Italy — Fratelli Vaccari (manufac- 
turer), 90 via S. Faustino, Modena, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
all kinds of accordions. 


Nursery Stock: 

Netherlands—J. H. Faassen-Hekkens 
(grower and exporter of nursery prod- 
ucts), 13° Kasteellaan, Tegelen, offers 
to export direct trees and shrubs. 


Paper Products: 

Sweden—Ruben Nordfelt (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 1 Eriksbergsgatan, 
Stockholm, offers to export direct or 
through agent standard quality paper 
lanterns, 1,000,000 to 5,000,000 annually. 
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Sample lantern, photograph, and price 
information available.* 


Patterns: 


Netherlands—Wed. Plancken & Zoon 
(manufacturer, exporter, publisher of 
manuals on handicraft and woodwork), 
3 Rotterdamscheweg, Zwijndrecht, of- 
fers to export direct paper patterns 
for woodwork, fret: work, and handi- 
craft. More than 100 patterns for wood 
sawing and 30 for woodcutting avail- 
able. Shipment in lots of 500. 


Poultry (Live): 


Denmark—Waldemar Sorensens Son- 
ner (breeders, export merchants), 23 
Norre Sogade, Copenhagen K., offers to 
export direct or through agent Danish 
breeding poultry and day-old chickens, 
for breeding and commercial purposes. 
Before departure from Kastrup Airport 
all live poultry consignments are in- 
spected by an impartial live poultry 
expert and surveyor. Cost of inspection 
is included in quotations. Reportedly, 
fowl pest and other infectious poultry 
diseases do not exist in Denmark, and 
the Danish utility poultry races are 
said to be exceptionally high in annual 
egg yield. 


Poultry Equipment: 


Denmark—Waldemar Sorensens Son- 
ner (manufacturer, export merchant), 
23 Norre Sogade, Copenhagen K, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 


all kinds of poultry appliances, incuba- 
tors, and brooders. 


Silver Wares: 


Denmark—S. Bech-Rasmussen (man- 
ufacturers’ representative, export mer- 
chant), 42 Strandvej, Svendborg, offers 
to export direct sterling silver and 
silverplated brooches, finger rings, ear- 
rings, bracelets, candlesticks, and table- 
spoons. 


Spraying Apparatus: 
Netherlands—Saval Apparatenfabriek 
Cc. V. (manufacturer), 243 Haagweg, 


Breda, offers to export direct best 
quality plant spraying apparatus. 


Tableware: 
Sweden—Ruben Nordfelt (manufac- 
turer, exportér), 1 Eriksbergsgatan, 


Stockholm, offers to export direct all 
kinds ‘of standard quality tableware of 
stainless steel, 20,000 to 200,000 
dozen pieces annually. Illustrated leaflet, 


samples, and price list available.* 


Tobacco Products: : 
Netherlonds — Karel I Sigarenfab- 
rieken N, V. v/h H. J. van Abbe (man- 
ufacturer of cigars), 2 korte Haven- 
straat, Eindhoven, offers to éxport first 
quality cigars and little cigars, 1,000 
piece lots. Exclusive territories by States 

offered to wholesalers. 

Tools: 

Italy—Dino S. Saltiel (Italia) (ex- 
port merchant), Via Abamonti 4, P. O. 
Box 1487, Milan, offers to export direct 
or through agent good quality tungs- 
ten carbide tools (ready made or ac- 
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cording to buyer’s specification), tungs- 
ten carbide hardness 87 to 92 Rockwell 
degrees, up to 30,000 units available 
per month. 

Wooden Articles: 

Denmark—Waldemar Sorensens Son- 
ner (commission merchant), 23 Norre 
Sogade, Copenhagen K. offers to export 
direct or through agent wooden lollypop 
sticks, and forks and spoons for ice 
cream, 





EXPORT 
’ OPPORTUNITIES 











Foodstuffs: 

Italy—Giberti & Borelli S. A. (pack- 
ing house), 13 via Provinciale Motta, 
Carpi (Modena), wishes to purchase 
direct beef and veal. 

Netherlands — Hivema N. V.' (im- 
porter, exporter, manufacturer, agent), 
94a Aelbrechtskade, Rotterdam, wishes 
to purchase direct and obtain agency 
for fancy quality shrimps (prawns), 
wet-packed in tins. 


Furniture: 

Syria — M. H. Skaf (importer, ex- 
porter, representative), Post Office Box 
603, Aleppo, wishes to purchase direct 
steel furniture, such as tables, chairs, 
and filing cabinets. 


Furs: 

Germany—Karl Saam (importer, ex- 
porter), 64-66 Nymphenburgerstrasse, 
Munich 2, Bavaria, wishes to purchase 
direct raccoon, opossum, and Persian 
lamb fur skins. 


Machinery: 

Cuba—Cia. Ron Bacardi, S. A. (dis- 
tiller and brewer), Apartado 523, Ha- 
vana, is interested in obtaining sales 
literature and prices on machinery es- 
pecially designed for or readily adapta- 
ble to the extracting and processing of 
bitter cassava root (Manihot Utilis- 
sima) by performing the following oper- 
ations: Extracting roots from the 
ground; peeling, cutting, drying, and 
milling the roots to produce flour. The 
installation should be capable of pro- 
ducing 50 to 100 tons-of flour daily. 
Correspondence should be addressed to 
Mr. Urbano S. Real at the above com- 
pany. 

France—Paul Gazagnes & Cie. (com- 
mission merchant, retailer, sales agent), 
10 rue Bayard, Toulouse, Haute-Ga- 
ronne, wishes to purchase direct or 
through agent (preferred) good quality 
sewing machines, new and rebuilt, for 
industrial and home uses. Quantities 
will be stated upon receipt of descrip- 
tive literature and price quotations. 


Playground Equipment: 

Syria —_M. H. Skaf (importer, ex- 
porter, representative), Post Office Box 
603, Aleppo, wishes to purchase direct 
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steel toys for kindergartens and play- 
ground equipment for public parks. 
Services: 


Netherlands — Vet en Slachtproduct- 
enhandel J. M. Schouten (wholesaler 
and importer of all kinds of casings, 
dried tripe, and bladders), 45 Gustoweg, 
Rotterdam, offers to process and sort 
casings (sheep, hog, beef rounds and 
middles) on consignment for reexport 


to U. S. or other destinations. Firm 
states that it is prepared to offer ex- 
pert processing of casings at low rates, 
and is equipped to process any quantity 
offered. 


Tugs and Barges: 

Iraq—Edward M. Fram (broker and 
travel agent) (no street address re- 
quired), Basra, is interested in purchas- 
ing a large number of second-hand or 
war surplus river tugs and barges for 
use on the Shatt-al-Arab River. He is 
interested in single screw tugs having 
120 to 150 hp. engines which can tow 2 
barges carrying 250 to 300 tons of mer- 
chandise. The type of barge desired is 
that commonly used on rivers and capa- 
ble of carrying 150 to 300 tons. The 
seller is requested to furnish photo- 
graphs of the tug boats offered, as well 
as specifications regarding deck length, 
width and depth, type of engine, horse- 
power, fuel consumption, and age. Sim- 
ilar information, excepting power data, 
is desired for the barges. Payment 
would be made by dollar letter of credit 
opened in the United States. Arrange- 
ments for inspection in the United 
States would be made at time of pay- 
ment. 





AGENCY 
“OPPORTUNITIES 











Agricultural Equipment: 

Nicaragua — Ulises Morales & Co., 
Ltd. (importer, wholesaler, exporter, re- 
tailer, agent), la Calle S. R., Managua, 
wishes to obtain agency for small, hand- 
operated corn sheller; insecticides for 
cotton; and large cotton gins. 


Clothing: Hy 

Netherlands — Henri Hendrix (com- 
mission merchant), 18 Geleenstraat, 
Amsterdam, wishes to obtain agency for 
ladies’ underwear and stockings. 


Confectionery: 

Italy—Meyer Sher (importing dis- 
tributor of candies), Corso della Repub- 
blica 9, Vigevano (Pavia), wishes to ob- 
tain agency for all kinds of good quality 
candies. Firm has not previously 
handled American candies and wishes 
to introduce U. S. brands, 


Dyes: 

Chile—Cosmocolor Sociedad Importa- 
dora, Ltda. (manufacturers’ agent and 
importing distributor to manufacturers), 


Huerfanos 1294, Oficina 86, Santiago, 
wishes to obtain agency for dyes for 
yarns and cloth in the piece for use in 
textile industries. 


Electrical Household Equipment: 

Italy—Armando Armaroli (commission 
merchant), 138 viale Aldini, Bologna, 
wishes to obtain agency for electrical 
household equipment, such as refrigera- 


tors, vacuum cleaners, and washing ma- 
chines. 


Industrial Equipment and Supplies: 

Mexico—Ramon Palme y Hermano 
S. A. (importing distributor and manu- 
facturers’ agent), Carretera Mexico- 
Laredo 554, Colonia Atlampa, Mexico 4, 
D. F., wishes to obtain agency for hard- 
ware, complete line of valves, sheet 
metal of all types, crucibles, metal bars, 
gear stock, cable, screws, nuts and bolts, 
railway supplies, industrial screen, and 
hardware cloth. 


Inks: 

Chile—Cosmocolor Sociedad Importa- 
dora, Ltda. (manufacturers’ agent and 
importing distributor), Huerfanos 1294, 
Oficina 86, Santiagd,,wishes to obtain 
agency for lithographing inks. 


Notions and Novelties: 

Netherlands — Henri Hendrix (com- 
mission merchant), 18 Geleenstraat, 
Amsterdam, wishes to obtain agency 
for notions and novelties. 


Netherlands — Prodimex Producten 
Im- en Exportcompagnie (exporter and. 
importer of haberdashery), 314 N. Z. 
Voorburgwal, Amsterdam, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for ribbons, tapes, trim- 
mings, laces, and novelties used by the 
ready-to-wear clothing industries. 


Pigments: 

Chile—Cosmocolor Sociedad Importa- 
dora, Ltda. (manufacturers’ agent and 
importing distributor), Huerfanos 1294, 
Oficina 86, Santiago, wishes to obtain 
agency for chemical inorganic pigments. 


Raw Materials (Textile) : 

Italy—G. R. Bechi (commission mer- 
chant), 1 via Rinaldesca, Prato (Flor- 
ence), wishes to obtain agency for raw 
textile materials, such as wool, rags, 
and waste. 


Road-Building Materials: 

France—A.M.C. Societe pour l’Appli- 
cation des Industries Metallurgiques et 
Chimiques (importer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter), 36 rue Saint Dominique, Paris 
Vile, wishes to obtain agency for road- 
building materials or any patent relat- 
ing to this industry. 


Tools: 

Mexico—Ramon Palme y Hermano, 
S. A. (importing distributor and manu- 
facturers’ agent), Carretera Mexico- 
Laredo 554, Colonia Atlampa, Mexico 
4 D. F., wishes to obtain agency for 
hand and small power-driven tools for 
mechanics, woodworking, and metal- 
working. 


(Continued on Page 22) 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





United States Is Chief 
Market for British Cars 


Sales of British cars, especially sports 
cars, in the United States showed a 
marked increase last year, and in recent 
months the United States has replaced 
Australia as Britain’s chief export mar- 
ket for cars. 

British cars made substantial dollar 
earnings in 1952; shipments of more 
than 31,000 to the United States topped 
all previous annual exports and brought 
the United States up to second in the 
list of principal buying countries for the 
year as a whole. 

During the first quarter of 1952 ship- 
ments of cars to world markets were 
running at an annual rate of more than 
400,000, but major developments in the 
industry’s two principal oversea mar- 
Australia and New Zealand, 
brought the year’s export total down to 
310,000. Out of a total fall of 59,000 in 
British car exports to the world at 
large in 1952 compared with 1951, 
56,000 resulted from the decrease in 
trade with the two Dominions. 

Production of passenger cars in the 
United Kingdom was reduced in 1952 to 
448,000 units, 6 percent less than in 
1951 and 74,000 short of the 1950 peak 
figure. 

Fortunately, in the latter half of the 
year the reshaping for the defense pro- 
gram released steel for other uses, and 
in the last quarter of 1952 output in- 
creased by 10,000 compared with the 
first quarter. Present production is 
governed mainly by the order book 
rather than by any appreciable shortage 
of raw material. 





Locusts Threaten Crops 
In Near East 


The conference held in Amman, 
Jordan, in March 1953 stated that 
the extensive breeding of locusts 
now taking place in northern Sau- 
di Arabia, southern Iraq, southern 
Jordan, and probably also in 
Israel constitutes a grave threat 
to agricultural production in the 
Near East. 

Unless effective measures are 
taken, it is expected that swarms 
will escape in May to invade all 
countries from Egypt to Iran, in- 
cluding southern Turkey. 

It is proposed to undertake con- 
certed action, and plans have been 
made for the cooperation of the 
various countries in the effort. 
Units have been assigned to the 
affected regions and further as- 
Sistance is being requested. 
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Japan Raises Sugar Consumption; 
Imports Higher; Controls Ended 


Sugar consumption in Japan rose to 882,000 tons in the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 1953, from 503,000 tons in the preceding fiscal year. 
Per capita, the increase was from 13 pounds to almost 23 pounds. 
This amount represented a sharp improvement from the immediate 
postwar period, when sugar was virtually unobtainable and sweetpotato 


starch was widely used as a substitute. 

Per capita consumption in 1952 was 
still 28 percent below the 1934-38 aver- 
age. The Government plans to continue 
the improvement to a per capita in- 
take of about 31 pounds by 1957, by 
a gradual expansion of imports and a 
small increase in domestic production. 

The stock level as of April 1, 1953, 
was expected to be about 291,000 tons, 
nearly 3 times the level of the preced- 
ing year. Heavy arrivals in January 
and February 1953 contributed to the 
higher holdings. 


Imports of raw and refined sugar 
in the Japanese fiscal year 1952 totaled 
1,043,000 tons compared with 498,000 
in 1951 and a prewar 1935-39 average 
of about 1,160,000 tons. 


The sharp rise in imports was made 
possible chiefly by the increased supply 
of dollars for purchases from dollar 
areas. To conserve the dollar supply, 
however, the Government restricted 
procurement to raw sugar from dollar 
areas. In 1951 refined sugar constituted 
27 percent -of the total, but in 1952 the 
proportion dropped to 6 percent. All 
of the 64,000 tons of refined sugar was 
imported from Taiwan and India. 


Supply Situation Improved 


The sugar supply situation in 1952 
had four outstanding developments: 


@ The termination of Government 
controls on price and distribution. 


@ A sharp increase in imports. 


@ The continued rise in per capita 
consumption. 


@ The accumulation of a erelatively 
large year-end stockpile. 


Increased supplies enabled the Gov- 
ernment to decontrol sugar as of April 
1, 1952, the beginning of the Japanese 
fiscal year. The transition to a free 
market after 12 years of price control 
and rationing was carried out success- 
fully; adequate stocks at the time of 
decontrol and the substantial rise in 
imports during the year facilitated the 
move. 

After decontrol the retail prices de- 
clined for several months. In Decem- 
ber the average retail price was re- 
ported to be about one-third below the 
predecontrol price. This movement re- 
flected the drop in the international 
price level, as well as the great im- 
provement in Japan’s position with rela- 
tion. to sugar since the years. im- 





mediately following World War I, 
when this commodity brought high 
prices on the black market. 


The total daily capacity of refineries 
rose from 3,000 tons in March 1952 to 
5,775 tons in March 1953. Japan had 
27 sugar refineries operating in March 
1953, as compared with 14 immediately 
before the war. In prewar days most 
of the sugar was refined in Taiwan. 


Production Increased 


Japan produces only a small part 
of its sugar requirements, most of it 
beet sugar from the northern island of 
Hokkaido. Output of sugar beets has 
been steadily expanding since World 
War II. Production in 1952 was esti- 
mated at 262,000 tons and extraction 
of refined sugar at 32,000 tons, repre- 
senting an increase of 24 percent from 
the level of the preceding year. 

Production of cane sugar (black) was 
estimated at 13,000 tons, about the 
same as in 1951 and 1950. Sugar cane 
is grown in southern Japan on the 
islands of Kyushu and Shikoku. 

The Government is encouraging 
greater production of beet sugar 
through expanded area, from the 33,000 
acres currently cultivated to 49,000 
acres by 1957. This larger area would, 
according to the plan, provide about 
64,000 tons of sugar. 

The cost of production of indigenous 
sugar is high, and a Government sub- 
sidy is necessary to protect the grow- 
ers. Subsidizing is accomplished through 
the purchase of sugar by the Govern- 
ment at a fixed price, followed by re- 
sale at prevailing market prices. 


AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 
Mexican Assembly Quotas Filled 


Mexican assembly plants filled their 
semiannual quotas for the assembly of 
trucks late in the first quarter of 1953. 

Demand for trucks continued high 
and dealers reported that there were 
insufficient trucks to meet local demand 
in most areas of Mexico. Assembly 
plants continued to assemble trucks, but 
held them in their warehouses without 
paying duties—and consequently came 
under the quota restrictions—in the 
hope that the Government would raise 
the quota allotment for trucks: 

Later in the quarter, import duties 








_ on medium- and high-priced automobiles 
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assembled outside Mexico were in- 
creased by 5 to 20 percent, apparently 
in an effort to restrict the purchase of 
luxury-type automobiles by Mexican 
consumers. 

The higher priced models now pay 
import duties well in excess of 60 per- 
cent of the original factory value of the 
vehicles, and retail prices’ will now be 
150 percent or more of corresponding 
prices in the United States. It is 
doubtful, however, that the new tariff 
will appreciably affect sales of luxury- 
type vehicles, which respond less to 
price than to prestige considerations. 
Retail prices on motor vehicles, con- 
tinued firm. 


BEVERAGES 


British Need for Hops Lower 


The British Hops Marketing Board 
in its annual survey forecast brewers’ 
requirements and export commitments, 
or market demand, for English hops 
of the 1933 crop at 237,476 hundred- 
weight, compared with 258,170 hundred- 
weight in 1952, Both domestic and ex- 
port requirements are lower. 

Domestic requirements and those of 
the Irish Republic and the Channel 
Islands are forecast at 222,109 hundred- 





weight as compared with 234,000 hun- 


dredweight in 1952. 

Exports are forecast at 15,367 hun- 
dredweight, excluding shipments to the 
Irish Republic, as compared with 26,- 
680 hundredweight last year. As a 
result of this reduced demand the board 
fixed the annual quota for the 1953 
crop at 81 percent of the basic quota. 
Quotas are interchangeable between 
producers. 


CHEMICALS 
Canada Makes Less Sulfuric Acid 


Production of Sulfuric acid in Canada 
totaled 803,703 short tons (100-percent 
acid) in 1952, compared with 813,210 in 
1951, the Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
reports. 

Consumption was 768,698 tons. The 
fertilizer industry was by far the largest 
user, accounting for 510,090 tons. By 
Provinces, British Columbia was first 
with 434,755 tons, followed by Ontario 
with 178,484 tons, and Quebec with 
140,886. 





Quebec Pyrites Demand Lower 


As the sulfur situation has become 
less urgent, demand for pyrites in 
Quebec, Canada, has tended to slacken 
and what appeared to be a promising 
mining field has temporarily become 
less attractive. However, mining com- 
panies in the Province are reported to 
be stockpiling pyrites in the belief that 
sulfur supplies may again be short. 

The project of Noranda Mines, Ltd., 
which is to begin mining operations at 
the MacDonald zinc-pyrites mine in the 


Rouyn district, will mean a substantial . 


increase later in shipments of pyrifés 
from the Province. 


Finnish Plant Fully Active 


The nitrogen plant at Oulu, Finland, 

which began operations in September 
1952, is virtually in full production. It 
has an annual capacity of 16,000 metric 
tons N, of which 13,000 tons will be 
used in the manufacture of fertilizers 
and most of the remainder to make 
ammonia. The plant is delivering 150 
tons of fertilizer daily. 
* Domestic oytput is expected to cover 
about 50 percent of the nitrogenous fer- 
tilizer goal in the coming agricultural 
year, but only a small part of immediate 
requirements in the spring of 1953. 

The factory will soon start production 
of ammonia for delivery to the sulfuric- 
acid plant at Kokkola for use in am- 
monium sulfate production, 


FOODSTUFFS 


Malayan Rice Prospects Good 


Malayan rice planting for the 1952- 
53 crop may approximate 850,000 acres. 
Actual plantings as of December 31 
totaled over 820,000 acres, of which all 
but 5 percent Was wet padi. Crop 
prospects are good, and, barring un- 
favorable developments, output during 
the season should significantly exceed 
the poor harvest of 341,020 long tons 
of rice in the 1951-52 season. 

Rice imports during the fourth quar- 
ter of 1952 amounted to approximately 
153,000 tons, bringing annual arrivals 
to about 519,000 tons, possibly 10 per- 
cent below those of 1951. Thailand was 
by far the largest supplier, followed 
by Burma and _.Indochina. Rice re- 
exports during the fourth quarter of 
1952 totaled 25,000 tons, most of which 
went to Indonesia. 


Salvadoran Coffee Sent to U. S. 


Exports of coffee from El Salvador 
from the 1952-53 crop in the period 
November 1952 through February 1953 
totaled 793,660 bags, of which more 
than 90 percent have been destined for 
the United States. 

As the recent coffee export crop is 
estimated at about 1,200,000 bags of 
60 kilograms each, exports from March 
1 to the end of the current season will 
probably amount to about 400,000 bags. 
Most of this quantity has already been 
sold to U. S. importers. 

The greater part of the 1952-53 coffee 
crop already had been sold before the 
rise in prices, however, and this rise 
brought little benefit to Salvadoran 
producers and dealers. 

Exports of coffee from El Salvador 
in 1952 from thé 1951-52 crop amounted 
to 1,098,276 bags of 60 kilograms each. 
Of that amount -the United States 
took 1,007,455 bags. The remainder 
went to the Netherlands, Italy, Canada, 
Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, Swed- 
en, and other countries, 





GUMS AND RESINS 


Indian Lac’ Production Lower 


The final official estimate of the 
Aghani (Kusmi) lac crop in India in 
1952 was 38,500 maunds (1 maund= 
82.27 pounds), compared with a final 
estimate of 63,500 maunds in 1951 and 
a 10-year prewar annual average of 
156,000 maunds. 

The Indian Lac Cess Committee 
states that the lower output in 1952 
was due principally to a- shortage of 
brood lac and unfavorable climatic 
conditions. 

A preliminary official estimate of 
Baisakhi production in 1953 places the 
total (excluding Assam) at 476,000 
maunds, compared with a final estimate 
of 875,000 in 1952, 





Lac Output Drops in Thailand 


Thailand’s annual production of lae 
has been estimated at 8,500 metric tons 
by Forestry Department officials, but 
the output in 1952 is believed not to 
have exceeded 6,500 tons. 


Trade sources report that sticklae 
production dropped abruptly in the last 
quarter of the year because of unpreced- 
ently low market prices. 

Production of shellac is said to have 
ceased entirely since July 1952 because 
of the price factor and the inability of 
the domestic product to meet quality 
standards of importing countries. 


NAVAL STORES 


U. K. Increases Rosin Imports 


The United Kingdom’s imports of 
rosin were 342 percent greater in 1952 
than in 1951. The U.S.S.R. was the chief 
source of supply for rosin and turpen- 
tine in 1952, whereas it was sixth as a 
supplier of rosin and second for turpen- 
tine in 1951. The increasing importance 
of the U.S.S.R. as a participant in the 
trade is attributed principally to lower 
prices. 

Other interesting changes were the 
increase in imports of rosin from 
France, Poland, and China, and the 
disappearance of Spain from the British 
market.- The position of the United 
States continues to be governed by the 
United Kingdom's dollar-conservation 
policy. 








World production of fixed nitrogen 
for all purposes was estimated at 5,500,- 
800 metric tons in 1951-52 by the British 
Sulphate of Ammonia Federation, Ltd 
Consumption was estimated at 5,371,900 
tons, about 85 percent as fertilizer. 

The figures given in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, March 9, 1953, page 18— 
production of 4,998,000 tons and con- 
sumption of 4,959,200 tons—are for 


1950-51. ts 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Austrians To Exhibit 
In 17 Trade Fairs 


The Austrian Chamber of Commerce 
plans the participation of Austrian firms 
in 17 foreign trade fairs during 1953. 
The chamber’s 1953 budget for foreign 
trade fairs is reported to be 10 million 
schillings (1 schilling=US$0.047). 

Three distinct types of participation 
are in prospect. 

Large collective shows, with as many 
as 50 to 60 firms participating, each 
firm paying only a certain fixed mini- 
mum to cover floor space and transpor- 
tation costs, and the chamber carrying 
the balance in the form of subsidies, 
form one category. These shows are to 
be under the supervision of the Austrian 
Trade Delegate in the country where 
the fair will be held. 


The Chamber of Commerce has plan- 
ned participation in the following inter- 
national trade fairs: Brussels, April 
25-May 10; Berlin, September 24-Octo- 
ber 7; Frankfurt am Main, February 
92-26 and September 6-10; Leipzig, 
August 20-September 9; Utrecht, March 
17-26; Trieste, June 25-July 12; Zagreb, 
September 12-27; Stockholm, August 
22-September 6; Izmir, August 20- 
September 20; Toronto, June 1-12; 
Casablanca May 30-June 14. 


The Toronto Fair will be an exception 
in that all expenses will be carried by 
the chamber, including travel and 
maintenance of a staff of 35 persons 
during 3 weeks in Toronto. 

Purely representative shows also are 
planned for which the chamber carries 
all expenses and selects participants 
primarily on the basis that their goods 
are of high quality and most repre- 
sentative of Austria. 

One is planned at Paris, May 9-25 
and the other was held at Milan, April 
12-28. 

In addition, individual participation 
is planned by a few firms, specialists 
in goods to be shown. These firms will 
receive subsidies up to a certain fixed 





Austrian Goods Exhibits 
In New York Canceled 


The Austrian Products Exhibits 
scheduled to be held at 102 Maid- 
en Lane, New York, N. Y., May 
4-31, have been canceled, the Aus- 
trian Trade Delegate in the Unit- 
ed States has announced. 


This event was announced in 
the Foreign Products Exhibitions 
List in the Business Information 
Service, World Trade Series No. 
370 (March 1953), published by 


the U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 
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limit. Individual Austrian firms have 
been scheduled to participate in the 
Hannover Technical Fair, April 22-May 
5, the Florence Handicraft Fair, April 
25-May 15, and the Verona Agricul- 
tural Fair, March 8-16. 

Commodities planned for one or sev- 
eral of these exhibits will include 
carved wood items, ceramics, glass 
chandeliers and cut-glass parts, rhine- 
stone jewelry, chinaware, hunting rifles 
and accessories, skiboots and other 
winter sports equipment; particularly 
skis, hats, handwoven cloth, embroi- 


deries, petit-point bags, and various 
other items. 


Transport Exhibit 
Planned in Munich 


The 1953 German Communication and 
Transport Exhibition will be held at 
the Munich Exhibition Park, June 20- 





October 11, under the auspices of the, 


Verein Deutsche Verkehrsausstellung 
1953. 

This fair has been announced as a 
cultural event designed primarily to 
educate and inform people on the pres- 
ent status of communication and trans- 
portation facilities in Western Germany 
and other parts of the world. The last 
such fair, held at Munich in 1925, at- 
tracted 3 million persons. The Verein 
anticipates 4 million to 5 million visitors 
this year. 

Applications from foreign firms will 
be considered provided their displays 
are of general interest or ‘consist of 
items not presently produced in Western 
Germany. Several foreign airlines have 
been invited by the Verein to partici- 
pate. Most sections of the fair, however, 
are limited to West German exhibitors. 


Exhibit space will consist of 140,000 
square meters (1 square meter=10.37 
square feet) of open space ‘and 60,000 
square meters of covered space in 14 
halls. The exhibits will include railway 
traffic; navigation; aviation; post, tele- 
phony, telegraphy, radio service, and 
tourist traffic. 

It has been announced that the larg- 
est exhibitors will be the German Rail- 
ways, the German Postal System, and 
firms specializing in transportation and 
communication facilities. No selling will 
be permitted in the exhibit area, but 
exhibiting firms may rent nearby con- 
ference rooms in which to negotiate 
with potential_customers. Fifty such 
rooms will be available. 

Foreign visitors to the fair may ob- 
tain reduced passenger rates on German 
railroads by displaying an exhibit certif- 
icate which can be purchased in ad- 
vance through agencies publicizing the 
fair. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from the Verein 
Deutsche Verkehrsausstellung, 14 The- 
resienhoehe, Munich, Germany; the 


Antique Dealers Fair 
To Be Held in London 


The Thirteenth Antique Dealers 
Fair and Exhibition will be held at 
Grosvenor House, Park Lane, London, 
June 10-25, 1953. Although only British 
dealers are permitted to display and 
sell at the exhibition, foreign dealers, 
both private and commercial, have 


always shown considerable interest in 
the fair. 


The first exhibition, held in 1940, was 
so successful that the event has been 
repeated annually, except in the war 
year 1945. 


It is held under the auspices of 
Grosvenor House, the management of 
which annually appoints an executive 
committee of members of the Antique 
Dealers Association who run the ex- 
hibition. This committee formulates the 
rules of operation and confines exhibi- 
tors to antique dealers in the United 
Kingdom, but not necessarily to mem- 
bers of the Antique Dealers Association. 


This year, 97 British dealers will 
have exhibits in an area of about 27,000 
square feet. All space available has 
been sold. About 85 percent of the 
space in past years has been reserved 
for exhibitions of furniture, silverware 
and plate, and china and cutlery, the 
rest being devoted to other items 
which qualify as antiques, including 
jewelry, paintings and prints, tapes- 
tries, and other art objects. Everything 
exhibited is for sale on the spot. 


All items for display must have been 
made before 1830 and must be carefully 
examined before exhibition by a com- 
mittee of experts appointed by the 
executive committee. 

The total value of items on display 
at each of the last two or three fairs 
has been estimated at over £4 million 
(£1=US$2.80),. and close to one-fifth 


of this business has been transacted at 
the fair. 


All visitors pay admission, except a 
few thousand with complimentary in- 
vitations, issued. largely by. individual 
dealers represented at the fair. Last 
year there were more than 33,000 visi- 
tors. A number of American professional 
antique buyers have regularly attended 
past fairs. As the exhibition follows 
Coronation Week this year, the authori- 
ties are .expecting a record volume of 
business. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from Antique Dealers 
Fair and Exhibition, Grosvenor House, 
Park Lane, London, England, 





U. S.-German Chamber of Commerce, 
11 Broadway, New York 4, N. Y.; or 
the German Diplomatic Mission, 1742 
R Street NW., Washington, D. C. 
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Newfoundland Finds High Freight 
Rates Growing Burden to Economy _ [BRD Loan for Highways 


Proposed further increases in Canadian freight rates have brought 
to the fore Newfoundland’s growing concern over the effect of charges 
on goods carried to and from the Island. 


In particular it is interested in rates on inbound merchandise, as 
almost all consumer goods must be “imported” from the mainland. 


Newfoundland’s main objection to in- 
creased rates is not that they are not 
in order but rather that employment of 
a mileage scale in computing rates 
makes it difficult for. the Island to main- 
tain its living standards and to hold 
mainland markets for its products. It 
contends that the more heavily popu- 
lated areas nearer the center of main- 
land activity, which have a much higher 
per capita income, should be ready to 
take a greater share of the financial 
freight-rate burden. 


Looking at the matter from an in- 
dustrial standpoint, the Province states 
that its newly acquired industries find 
themselves handicapped at the outset 
by high freight rates on raw materials 
from the mainland, as well as on prod- 
ucts exported. At the same time these 
industries must pay wages commensur- 
ate with the highest standard of living 
ever experienced in Newfoundland, 
where living costs are well above the 
central Canadian level. 


A proposal to apply freight charges’ 


through a system of equalization has 
been introduced by the mainland so that 
the total revenue of the railways might 
not suffer. Newfoundland foresees, how- 
ever, that under such a system rates 
would. be lowest in areas where trans- 
port is highly competitive and still high- 
er in Newfoundland where there are 
few roads and hence virtually no com- 
petition by other land carriers. 


Prices Affected 


Two instances of how inward freight 
rates now affect the Island are noted. 
Freight on a case of pork and beans 
from Ontario amounts to about 20 per- 
cent of the invoice. cost, and on a sack 
of onions the freight comes to more 
than 35 percent of the first cost. 


Further, an investigation into the 
high prices of fruit revealed that they 
are caused not by arbitrary markups or 
unreasonable profits but rather by the 
extraordinary importation costs and 
spoilage caused by the great hauling 
distances involved. 


Such cities as Halifax and Sydney, 
Nova Scotia, are able to import fruit 
direct from Florida in carload lots 
shipped straight through in refrigerated 
cars. Newfoundland, however, finds this 
impossible because almost all fruit from 
the United States must come from Bos- 
ton and be handled twice at that port 


20 





and twice again in St. John’s before it 
can be put in a warehouse, and such re- 


peated handling materially raises spoil-. 


age costs. 


Fruit shipped overland to Sydney and 
from there to Newfoundland via Port 
aux Basques and thereafter put on a 
train for St. John’s undergoes an equal 
amount of handling and added cost. 


It has been suggested that the only , 


way of cutting costs would be to use a 
rail-car ferry on the Gulf and install 
facilities at Port aux Basques whereby 
complete carloads could be transferred 
to Newfoundland’s narrow-gage railway. 


Steamship rates seem to be held in 
line with railway rates so that little re- 
course can be had to water transport 
in solving the problem. 


Greek Liner Added to 


Transatlantic Run 


A new Greek flagship temporarily 
known as No. 636 has been put in trans- 
atlantic service, Greek Line officials 
have announced. The’  British-built 
23,000-ton ship will join the Neptunia 
on the Southampton-New York run in 
September, and Cobh (Queenstown) is 
designated as a regular port of call. 

Like the Neptunia, the flagship is 
practically a one-class| ship with em- 
phasis on “low tourist rates for luxury 
tourist accommodations.” Of the total 
of 1,288 berths, 1,150 are for tourist- 
class passengers. Half of the tourist ac- 
commodations consist of two-berth cab- 
ins, and about half of the tourist pas- 
sengers will have private showers and 
washroom facilities. One hundred and 
thirty-eight first-class passengers are 
accommodated in single and double 
rooms on the sun and promenade decks, 
all with private showers and washroom 
facilities. The tourist dining room is said 
to be the largest of its type afloat. 


The liner has two holds forward for 
general cargo or motor vehicles and one 
hold aft for general and insulated cargo. 
Transatlantic crossings are planned’ for 
March to December each year. Cruises 
to the West Indies will be scheduled 
during January and February. 


James Scott & Co. (Cork), Ltd., act 
as agents for the Greek Line at Cobh. 








World Trade Week, May 17-23. 


Brazil Gets $3 Million 


The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development has made 
a loan of $3 million to Brazil to help 
finance a highway program necessary to 
the continued development of the im- 
portant agricultural and industrial State 
of Rio de Janeiro. 


The funds will be used primarily to 
purchase equipment needed by the State 
Highway Department for maintenance 
of its highway network, and a smaller 
part will be used for equipment to carry 
forward its program of new highway 
construction and paving, IBRD said. 


The new equipment will permit a shift 
from hand labor to mechanized methods, 
which should result in better road main- 
tenance at lower unit cost, IBRD pointed 
out. Improved maintenance is essential 
to protect the large investments already 
made in the highway system and also 
to permit better transport service. 


The State of Rio de Janeiro, with a 
population of about 2.3 million, ‘lies 
immediately adjacent to Rio de Janeiro, 
the capital city of Brazil. The industrial 
development of the capital has over- 
flowed into the State, which contains a 
number of medium-sized cities with sub- 
stantial industrial plants, including the 
large Government-owned steel mill at 
Volta Redonda. The State is also an 
important agricultural area. It exports 
large quantities of citrus fruits, bananas, 
sugar, and coffee, and is the chief sup- 
plier of essential foodstuffs to Rio and 
to Niteroi, the State capital. 


Trucks carry a heavy volume of 
freight in the State, including food, 
paper, steel, metal, and chemical pro- 
ducts, and wood and charcoal, the chief 
sources of industrial and domestic fuel. 
Bus traffic is also growing, as it is the 
cheapest and most convenient and rapid 
means of mass transportation between 
rural areas and metropolitan centers. 
Highway traffic is estimated at 3,000 
vehicles a day between Niteroi and the 
city of Rio de Janeiro, and over 1,000 
a day on more than 300 miles of other 
State highways. 


The State in 1939. formulated and 
began a program to construct 3,100 
miles of roads, 2,200 miles of which 
have now been built. Of these new 
roads, about 650 miles already require 
improvement to meet increased traffic 
demands. 


The loan is for a term of 5 years and 
carries interest of 4% percent, including 
the 1 percent commission, which under 
the Bank’s articles of agreement, is al- 
located to its special reserve. Amortiza- 
tion payments will begin on July 15, 
1954. 
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Ireland Enlarging 
Merchant Fleet 


Trish Shipping, Limited, a Govern- 
ment-sponsored organization, is work- 
ing toward what is felt should be Ire- 
land’s minimum goal for its merchant 
fleet—250,000 deadweight tons. The ton- 
nage now is 47,407. 


Progress toward this goal was made 
during the January-March quarter with 
the launching of a 900-ton diesel -vessel 
built in Germany and the commissioning 
of-a 1,100-ton lightship built in Dublin. 
The possibility of also procuring a few 
second-hand ships is reported under con- 
sideration now that the market for 
them is lower than at any other time 
since the-outbreak of the Korean war. 


The falling off of Ireland’s inbound 
cargoes during the past 18 months has 
been checked, and incoming shipments 
of machinery from Germany are in- 
creasing. The outward freight position 
has also improved since last summer. 
Irish Shipping Limited’s two-way Ca- 
nadian trade, consisting of cargoes of 
Trish frozen beef and woven fabrics and 
Canadian wheat, lumber, and newsprint, 
is especially prosperous. 





Tomato Growers in Mexico 


Blame Railroads for Losses 


Tomato growers of the State of Sin- 
aloa, Mexico, attribute the failure of 
their 1952-53 winter vegetable season 
to poor railroad service. 


The growers allege that they have 
lost 12,000,000 pesos this season be- 
cause of poor railroad service, although 
they hope that an upward trend in mar- 
ket prices may enable them at least to 
cover the season’s expenses. At the 
same time they are afraid that if there 
is no considerable improvement in rail- 
road service the remainder of the sea- 
son’s crop will be lost. 


The railroad service was satisfactory 
at first, and tomato cars were moved 
between Culiacan and Nogales in 72 
hours, but two derailments in the State 
of Sonora early in March blocked traf- 
fic for approximately 4 days. About 
1,000 vegetable cars were en route at 
the time and prevailing prices were 
favorable, but when traffic was resumed 
Many cars arrived at the border with 
the tomatoes overripe or spoiled, and 
they had to be either dumped or sold 
for one-half the freight charges, or at 
US$0.15 a lug. 


Sinaloa growers agreed to reduce ship- 
ping and suspended tomato cutting for 
about 15 days in an effort to relieve the 
situation. Shipping of circles, or 7x7’s, 
was also discontinued. These steps, how- 
ever, apparently produced no improve- 
ment because when shipping was re- 
sumed high prices no longer prevailed. 
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Thai Government Aids 
New TV Company 


The Cabinet Council of Thailand 
in February approved the Govern- 
ment’s participation to the extent 
of 8,000,000 baht in the newly or- 
ganized television company. 

Later the 14,000,000 baht bid 
covering transmitting equipment 
submitted by an American manu- 
facturing_ company was selected 
over bids submitted by other 
firms. The announcement of the 
selection explained that Thai 
technicians are most familiar with 
that particular American equip- 
ment. 











Japanese Rail Tonnage Lost 
To Truck Transport in ‘52 


Japanese railway transportation was 
retarded by the coal strike in 1952, and 
freight tonnage was approximately 10 
percent below the corresponding period 
of 1951. 
thereby and continued its upward trend. 


Considerable publicity was given to 
construction of- the proposed “bullet 
highway” from Tokyo to Kobe, which 
would stimulate longer hauls by truck. 


Plans to prepare the first stretch, from 
Tokyo to Gotemba, encountered opposi- 
tion from farmers because of the 
amount of land that would be taken 
from cultivation by the project. 


The plan was criticized by others on 
the grounds that there are more worth- 
while projects to which capital outlay 
should be diverted. They. contended 
that highway construction is an addi- 
tional drain on Japan’s foreign exchange 
because it entails importation of crude 
petroleum and that this could be avoided 
by improving rail transportation, which 
consumes indigenous fuel. Hence the 
highway project has been shelved in- 
definitely. 





New Cargo Service Between 
North Sea Ports and Israel 


A new cargo service from Antwerp, 
Rotterdam, and Hamburg to Israel ports 
has been announced by the Europe- 
Israel Line. 


The first departure from Antwerp was 
to take place about the end of April and 
subsequent sailings were to be semi- 
monthly. 

The vessels on this line, the names of 
which are not yet known, were to oper- 
ate under the Israel flag. 


Antwerp agents for this line are 
Agence Maritime Vinke, Soc. An., 31 
Avenue de France, Antwerp, Belgium. 


Trucking tonnage gained - 


TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 


Swiss Television To 


Use Commercial Films 


The Swiss Broadcasting Corporation 
and the acknowledged commercial as- 
sociations of the movie business in 
Switzerland have signed an agreement 
for use of commercial films by the Swiss 
Television Service, the Telegraphic 
Agency has announced. Organizational- 
ly Television Service is a branch of 
Swiss Broadcasting Corporation. 


The agreement's main stipulation is 
that Television Service will refrain from 
using features and newsreels being 
shown in any of the country’s movie 
houses. Any other films will be at Tele- 
vision Service’s disposal. 

The agreement covers the 3-year tele- 
vision testing period scheduled to start 

in July of this year. 

Swiss Broadcasting Corporation has 
created a permanent film commission 
which will consult with the commercial 
movie associations on all matters af- 
fecting both television and the movie 
business. Assurances have been given 
that telecasts will be tailored for home 
reception only. Concessions for public 
television shows will not be granted. 





New Shipping Service From 
Rotterdam to Great Lakes 


Rotterdam has been included in the 
sailing schedule of the recently estab- 
lished shipping service from Antwerp to 
the Great Lakes, U. S. A. the Metron 
Line has announced. 

The first vessel scheduled to sail from 
Rotterdam, the Norwegian SS. Chicago, 
was to have left for Chicago and 
Detroit on April 25. 

The Metron Line, with offices in 
Brussels, New York, and Chicago, is not 
a member of the Great Lakes-Bordeaux/ 
Hamburg Range Westbound Confer- 
ence and the Great Lakes-London/ 
Bordeaux Eastbound Conference. The 
other three shipping lines from Rotter- 
dam to the Great Lakes—-Orange, Fjell, 
and Hamburg-Chicago Lines—are mem- 
bers of these conferences. 

The new line is represented in Rotter- 
dam by Messrs. Vinke & Co. 





Italy-West Europe Cargo 
Service Reinstituted 


The motor cargo vessels Cagliari and 
Giosue Borsi will reinaugurate a prewar 
service operating from Trieste, Venice, 
Ancona, Bari, and Brindisi, Italy, to 
London, Hamburg, Rotterdam, and Ant- 
werp, La Tirrenia S. A. Navigazione of 
Naples has announced. 

The Cagliari is expected to depart 
from Antwerp in May, and subsequent ) 
sailings will take place about every 4 
weeks. 

The. Antwerp agent for this line is 
Armando Farina, 2 Quai Ortelius, An- 
twerp, Belgium. 
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Argentine Economy 
(Continued from Page 4) 


farmers for current purchases. In the 
cities a main factor must have been 
growing unemployment and its effect in 
curtailing personal expenditures. 


Surplus in Balance of Payments 


The balance of payments showed a 
surplus during the first quarter. Gold 
holdings of the Central Bank rose 371 
million pesos between December 31, 
1952, and March 15, 1953, equivalent to 
$122 million, if valued at the rate of 
3.04 pesos per dollar. Foreign-exchange 
holdings rose 105 million pesos, while 
the amount due correspondents abroad 
fell 56 million. The first-quarter surplus 
appeared to be due to a continuance of 
the low amount of payments, together 
with increased export earnings. 

Effects of the severe restriction. of 
import permits during 1952 continued 
into 1953. Export earnings went up in 
1953, principally from the continued 
outflow of wool but also from the 
resumption of meat shipments to the 
United Kingdom and the export of 
other products, including some agricul- 
tural commodities recently harvested. 

The Central Bank has announced it 
will consider granting a larger volume 
of import permits, including the im- 
portation of 320 million pesos of drugs 
and pharmaceuticals, both raw mate- 
rials and products not manufactured 
locally; 40 million pesos of insecticides; 
and 150 million pesos’ worth of mate- 
rials for the rubber industry. It also 
requested applications for needed indus- 
trial machinery spare parts, stating that 
similar applications henceforth would be 
considered every month. Consequently, 
it is expected that payments to other 
countries will soon rise. 

The most important trade agreement 
reached during the quarter was that 
with Brazil. Its importance flows from 
the considerable volume of trade be- 
tween the two countries and Brazil’s 
position as one of Argentina’s principal 
creditors. The value of trade as planned 
contemplates a large excess of Argen- 
tine exports over imports from Brazil, 
the difference to be applied to Argen- 
tina’s indebtedness. 

Other trade or barter arrangements 
reached under existing trade agree- 
ments were with France, Austria, 
Chile, and Cuba. An agreement was 
made for the exchange of Argentine 
wool, skins, grain, linseed, linseed oil, 
and other agricultural products for 
French iron and steel and other com- 
modities worth $36 million. 

Argentina and Austria exchanged 
notes setting out lists of merchandise 
to be exchanged between the two coun- 
tries under the existing agreement, 
trade to be balanced at $30 million 
each way. 

A barter was made for the exchange 
of Argentine sunflowerseed oil for 
Chilean iron and steel products to a 
value of 227 million pesos. Still another 
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barter of 18,000 tons of Cuban sugar for 
Argentine cereals and hides has been 
reported. 

Announcement was made of trade 
negotiations with Soviet Russia, Japan, 
and the Netherlands, as well as negotia- 
tion of a new and more extensive agree- 
ment with Chile. An Argentine trade 
mission has been visiting principal Euro- 
pean capitals, including Moscow. Except 
for suspension of negotiations with the 
Netherlands and return of the Dutch 
mission, the other negotiations are con- 
tinuing. 


Inflationary Pressures Wane 


Inflationary conditions were retarded 
during the quarter. Consumer demand, 
while increased in farming areas, was 
limited by the extent of former indebt- 
edness, by unemployment, and by low- 
ered business profits in 1952. Govern- 
ment spending, inauguration of the 
second five-year plan notwithstanding, 
was not noticeably increased over the 
austerity of the preceding year. Private- 
capital expenditures were limited or pre- 
vented in many instances by continued 
severe restrictions on issuance of im- 
port permits. 

Counteracting inflationary influences 
were the mounting pressures for wage 
increases, the food shortages and growth 
of the black market with the skyrocket- 
ing of food prices, and the continued 
increase relative to the level of past 
years in monetary supply, although at 
a slower rate. These influences, however, 
appeared to be lessening as the quarter 
closed as a result of the official cam- 
paign to eliminate profiteering—Emb., 
Buenos Aires. 


World Trade Leads 


(Continued from Page 16) 








FOREIGN 
VISITORS 








Colombia — Eduardo Gomez, repre- 
senting Ignacio Gomez & Cia. (im- 
porter, wholesaler, retailer, sales agent 
of agricultural and industrial machin- 


ery), Carrera 13, No. 15-58, Bogota, is 


interested in contacting manufacturers 
of grain dryers and threshing, sorting, 
and hulling machinery, as well as ob- 
taining technical information on truck- 
loading conveyors. Scheduled to arrive 
April 21, via New York, for a visit of 
25 days. U. S. address: c/o Aurora 
Pump Co., 4610 Loucks St., Aurora, IIl. 
Itinerary: New. York, Chicago, San 
Francisco, and Los Angeles. 
Germany—Klaus Krumm, represent- 
ing Ludwig Krumm AG., 39-43 Kaiser- 
strasse, Offenbach am Main, seeks U. S. 
agent for fine leather. goods, including 
handbags, small leather goods, and lug- 
gage, and wishes to study U. S. market 


conditions and new distribution chan- 
nels for the purpose of increasing ex- 
ports to the United States. Also, re- 
quests technical information on U. §S, 
methods of manufacturing handbags, 
packaging of leather goods, and mail 
order methods. Scheduled to arrive 
April 29, via New York, for a visit of 
2 months. U.S. address: c/o Ascot Ltd., 
303 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York, Washington, Pitts- 
burgh, Detroit, Chicago, St. Louis, and 
Atlanta. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Germany—Max Wuppermann, repre- 
senting Elberfelder Papierfabrik, 126 
Friedrich-Ebert-Strasse, Wuppertal-El- 
berfeld, is interested in the paper-pro- 
ducing industry and requests technical 
information on measuring and control of 
production processes. Scheduled to 
arrive May 19, via New York, for a 
visit of 4 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
Gaillet & Hartig Co. Inc., 250 Park 
Ave., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Cleveland, New York, Chicago, and 
Hamilton (Ohio). 


India—C. Seshachalam, representing 
Curzon & Co. (importer, retailer, ex- 
porter, wholesaler manufacturer, and 
sales agent), 97 Wallajah Road, Mount 
Road, Madras 2, is interested in ex- 
porting hardwoods and Indian > handi- 
crafts, as well as visiting various wood- 
working factories. Scheduled to arrive 
during May, via San Francisco, for a 
visit of 10 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
Wells-Fargo Bank & Union Trust Co, 
Market and Montgomery Streets, San 
Francisco, Calif. Itinerary: San Fran- 
cisco, Los Angeles, Chicago, Grand Rap- 
ids (Mich.), Laurel (Miss.), Washington 
and New York. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 








The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision recently has published the 
following trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field ffices. The price 
is $1 a list for each country. 


Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Sweden. 

Architects, Builders, Contractors, and 
Engineers—Argentina. 

Beverage Manufacturers—Venezuela. 

Business Firms—Corsica. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Iraq. 

Hospitals—Nicaragua, 

Hotels—Cuba. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Western Germany and Berlin, 

Printers, Lithographers, Engravers, 
and Publishers—Guatemala. 

Well-Drilling Contractors—Tunisia, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 





A 
Caer ennoenn 


Bi Ee ob PA ee 





i oy 











a SP 


@22Oo8eg2Ee, 3 Sa =k 


XS 8S888S38 2728972 SrFaeorecerrBeerse 





| Pe fe Be, eS A i - Se- 





U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








45 Countries Sign 
W heat Pact 


The agreement revising and re- 
newing the International Wheat 
Agreement, open for signature 
from April 13 to 27, inclusive, has 
been signed on behalf of 45 of the 
46 countries that are members of 
the Intérnational Wheat Council, 
the U. S. Department of State 
has announced. The agreement 
was not signed on behalf of the 
United Kingdom. 

April 27 was the final day for 
signature of the agreement. It 
was signed on that day on be- 

-half of El Salvador, Iceland, In- 
donesia, New Zealand, Peru, and 
Venezuela. 
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New Procedure Set Up for 
Multiple Transaction Form 


An alternate procedure to filing a 
new Multiple Transaction Statement 
when one already on file has expired or 


is about to expire has been announced 
by the Office of International Trade. 
The Multiple Transaction Statement, 
Form IT-843, was designed to aid ex- 
porters who have a continuing and reg- 
ular relationship with an ultimate con- 
signee involving recurring orders for 
the same commodities to the same des- 
tinations and for the same end uses.’ It 
covers a period ending not later than 
June 30 of the year following the year 
during which the statement is filed. 


Under the alternate procedure, the 
foreign consignee or purchaser certifies 
that the facts contained in the Multiple 
Transaction Statement already on file 
continue to reflect accurately the con- 
signee’s relationship with the U. S. ex- 
porter, that if any change occurs in the 
facts or intentions contained in the 
original statement or in the certifica- 
tion, the consignee will promptly notify 
OIT, and that if the consignee plans to 
dispose of any shipment contrary to the 
representations made in the statement, 
he will notify the U. S. exporter and 
obtain prior U. S. Government approval. 

In addition, the U. S. exporter is re- 
quired to send his foreign consignee a 
letter, along with his request for the 
certification, instructing him to reex- 
amine the original Multiple Transaction 
Statement to make sure that the facts 
and intentions have not changed, and 
reminding him, among othe? things, 
that the commodities covered shall be 
used only in the designated country and 
Shall not be diverted or transshipped to 
other destinations without prior U. S. 
approval, 

The new procedure is explained more 
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Borax, Ginseng May Be 
Shipped to Hong Kong 


Limited quantities of borax and gin- 
seng may now be licensed for export to 
Hong Kong, the Office of International 
Trade has announced. 


Licensing of borax will be limited to 
applications covering quantities to be 
consumed directly by the Hong Kong 
glass and enamel ware industry. Pref- 
erence will be given to applicants who 
have had applications rejected since 
January 1, the date OIT found it neces- 
sary to suspend temporarily licensing 
of borax and allied products to Hong 
Kong because there appeared to be 
some indication of diversion to unfriend- 
ly destinations. OIT has now worked 
out procedures to make such diversions 
unlikely. 

Preference will also be given to appli- 
cations showing recognized Hong Kong 
manufacturers of glass and enamel 
ware as the ultimate consignee, and 
quantities licensed will be in accord- 
ance with these manufacturers’ indi- 
vidual short-term requirements. Ex- 
porters desiring to receive consideration 
in the second quarter should file their 
applications immediately. 

Borax is classified under Schedule B 
No. 836220. 


In regard to ginseng, action will be 
taken promptly on applications now on 
hand, based on the merits of each case. 
No additional applications will be con- 
sidered for licensing until the third 
quarter, since the applications now on 
hand will meet essential requirements 
for this material, a root which some 
Orientals use for medicinal purposes. 

Ginseng is classified under Schedule 
B No. 220500. 





Tariff Hearing Set on 
Scissors and Nippers 


The Tariff Commission has ordered a 
public hearing on June 29 in the inves- 
tigation with respect to manicure and 
pedicure nippers, scissors, and shears, 
which it instituted on March 26 under 
the “escape clause” provision of the 
Trade Agreements Extension Act of 
1951. 


Persons desiring to be heard on the 
questian of modifying the trade agree- 
ment concession on these products, on 
the ground of injury from increased 
imports, are requested to notffy the 
Secretary of the Commission in writing 
in advance of the hearing date. 





fully in Current Export Bulletin 702, 
published May 7, which prescribes the 
content of both the certification and the 
letter. 


Orders Issued Against 
U. S., Foreign Firms 


Four orders denying export privileges 
have been issued within the past 2 
weeks against firms and individuals in 
New York City, Havana, and London 
because of export control violations, the 


Office of International Trade has an- 
nounced. 


The suspensions vary in duration in 
relation to the seriousness of the vio- 
lations. 


@ Electrical Agencies (London) Ltd. 
and F. Gevirtzman, its managing di- 
rector, of London, England, have been 
temporarily suspended from all U. S. 
export privileges. 

The denial of export privileges will 
remain in effect until Gevirtzman and 
his firm submit certain ens ad 
evidence previously requested by OIT 
regarding their possible participation in 
an unauthorized transshipment from 
England to Poland of transmitting-type 
radio tubes of U. S. origin. 


@ Serge G. Brunet and his Havana 
firm, Serge G. Brunet and Co., and his 
wife, Fern N. Brunet, and Martin Sarre 


_ and his firm Irex Agencia Comercial 


de Meyer, Goldschmidt y Compania, 
also of Havana, have been denied all 
export privileges for varying periods. 

The denial order for Brunet, his firm 
and his wife, who is also known as 
Fern N. Hummel, is for 6 months’ dura- 
tion. It holds in abeyance an additional 
6 months’ suspension if they do not 
commit any further export control vio- 
lations during the entire period. 

For Sarre and Irex, the suspension 
is for 3 months, with an additional 3 
months held in abeyance under the 
same conditions. 

Irex, Sarre, and the Brunets con- 
sented to the orders. 

Brunet, the prime mover in the viola- 
tion, incorrectly stated in an order to 
Sarre for 100 tons of deformed steel 
reinforcing bars of U. S. origin that the 
purchaser of the bars was Fern N. 
Hummel, who actually was not a steel 
buyer. Brunet also incorrectly stated 
that the material was to be used for 
defense purposes in Cuba, and an end- 
use statement to that effect was filed 
to support the U. S. supplier’s export 
license application. 

@ Jack Koopman and Irving N. Wolf- 
son and their New York City firms, 
Jack Koopman Company, Inc., Berwin 
Trading Company, Inc., Compania Norte 
Americana, and Royal Industrial Com- 
pany, have been denied all export privi- 
leges for the duration of U. S. export 
controls. 

The suspensions resulted from Koop- 
man and Wolfson’s violation of a prior 
denial order issued in February 1951 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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Distribution of Rice 
Exports Announced 


A total of 10,572,973 bags of U. S. 
rice had been licensed for export, as of 
April 30, against the adjusted commer- 
cial allocation of 12,237,953 bags for 
the 1952-53 crop year, the Office of In- 
ternational Trade has announced. 


The commercial allocation does not 
include the 6,271,520 bags allocated to 
the Department of Defense for procure- 
ment by the Quartermaster Corps and 
the Commodity Credit Corporation for 
use in Korean and Ryukyuan military 
supply or civilian relief. Current figures 
on shipments against this allocation are 
not available to OIT. The second-quar- 
ter 1953 allocation to the Department 
of Defense for these areas was 2,031,- 
520 bags. 


The unlicensed balance in the com- 
mercial allocation, as of April 30, was 
1,664,980 one-hundred pound bags. 
Countries having the largest unlicensed 
balances are Cuba and the Republic of 
Korea. During April, 162,937 bags were 
licensed against the second-quarter 
commercial allocation. Of this amount, 
129,000 bags were licensed to Cuba. No 
license applications were received for 
the Republic of Korea. 

OIT reminded exporters that all li- 
censes issued during the first-quarter of 
1953 expired April 30, and no extension 
of the validity period will be granted. 
Exporters who hold unused first-quar- 
ter licenses should return them to OIT 
for cancellation. If their orders for 
these first-quarter sales are still valid, 
they may reapply on Form IT-419 for 
new licenses to cover the unshipped 
balances. Licenses issued during the 
second quarter will be valid until 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Please enter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $3.50 
a year ($4.50 to foreign addresses). 
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Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of 
Commerce field office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printin 

Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check 
or money order payable to the Treasurer of 
the United States. 











July 31. 

The accompanying table gives the 
status of licensing, as of April 30, of 
the 1952-53 crop year commercial rice 


allocation, by country or area, in 100- 
pound bags: 
Commercial Licensed Balance 
allocation through to be 
8/1/52-6/30/58 4/30/53 licensed 
Belgium-Luxem- 


bourg ........... 58,755 39,484 19,271 
Switzerland ... 60,062 40,062 20,000 
Other European 

countries .... 14,320 10,839 3,481 
0 Sg Sar 5,325,000 4,209,960 1,115,040 
Other Western 

Hemisphere 

countries ... 173,608 116,370 57,238 
Middle East... 149,159 120,345 28,814 
Liberia ....... ine 18,000 EM «i. = agsaasiatioes 
ee 4,100,000 4,030,269 69,731 
ee 657,000 ae se 
Indonesia ........ 1,100,000 eee 
Republic of 

orea ......... 640,000 200,200 339,800 
New Guinea .... 7,150 5 Sahni 
, | ren 2,000 SS ee 
U. 8S. volun- 

tary relief 

agencies ........ 30,899 19,294 11,605 
Ryukyus ........... 2,000 2,000 wsiaaiad 





Total ....12,237,953 10,572,973 1,664,980 





Lubricating Oils Removed From Timetable Licensing 


Applications fer licenses to export 
lubricating oils and greases to a num- 
ber of destinations in the Far East are 
no longer subject to time schedules, and 
applications may now be submitted at 
any time, the Office of International 
Trade has announced. 

The time schedules had been in ef- 


. fect for license applications covering ex- 


ports to Burma, Ceylon, Taiwan, Indo- 


china, Hong Kong, India, Macao, Feder- 
ation of Malaya, Republic of Indonesia, 
Pakistan, Republic of the Philippines, 
Singapore, and Thailand. 

Lubricating oils and greases are 
classified under Schedule B Nos. 503300 
through 504100. 

The new provision is contained in 
Current Export Bulletin 701, published 
April 23. 


U. S. and Australia 


Draft Tax Conventions 


United States and Australian tax of- 
ficials have completed draft agreements 
of conventions between the two coun- 
tries, the U. S. Department of State hag 
announced. 


These conventions are concerned 
with the avoidance of double taxation 
with respect to taxes on income, gifts, 
and estates of deceased persons. In due 
course, they will be submitted to the 
respective Governments for considera- 
tion. 


The discussions, which were held in 
Washington from April 13 to April 25, 
were a continuation of those successful- 
ly initiated in Canberra in March of 
1952. 


Orders Issued 
(Continued from Page 23) 


and their subsequent repeated violations 
of export control regulations. They con- 
sented to the issuance of the new de- 
nial order. 


@® Rudolph Guralnik of New York 
City has been denied all export privi- 
leges for 2 months because he violated 
export controls by applying to OIT for 
licenses to export copper tubing without 
having orders for the material, and with 
the intention of using the licenses in 
soliciting a new customer. 


Regulations do not permit the ex- 
porter, without specific permission from 
OIT, to use an export license as a 
“hunting license” to facilitate efforts to 
find a new customer when the licensed 
transaction has fallen through. 


The denial order expires June 21, 1953, 








The keel of the 45,000-ton 736-foot 
tanker ordered by World Tankers, of 
New York, has been laid at the Quincy 
yard of Bethlehem Steel Co. 

The new vessel, believed to be the 
largest tanker ever built, will be longer 
and wider than the passenger ship 
America. She will hold 16,550,000 gal- 
lons of gasoline, enough to fill 2,050 
tank cars and is expected to be capable 
of 16 knots. She will probably be 
launched in December. 
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